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NOTES  ON 


THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  ST.  MARYCHURCH. 

BY  THE  VERY  REV.  CANON  BROWNLOW,  M.  A. 

(Read  at  St.  Marychurch,  July,  1886.) 


I was  in  hopes  that  the  task  of  tracing  the  early  history  of 
St.  Marychurch  would  have  fallen  into  more  experienced 
hands  than  mine;  but  as  others  have  declined  the  work,  I 
have  tried  to  gather  some  ancient  records  of  the  parish.  The 
Rev.  Reginald  Barnes,  some  twenty  years  ago,  gave  three 
interesting  lectures  on  the  subject,  which  he  has  kindly 
authorised  me  to  make  use  of.  Mr.  Dymond  has  given  me 
most  valuable  aid,  and  the  Rev.  Arthur  B.  Wrey  has  allowed 
me  to  glean  information  from  his  large  tithe  map  and 
register,  which  I have  been  able  to  compare  with  a map  of 
Mr.  Cary’s  manor,  made  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  by  Mr.  Cary,  of  Torre  Abbey.* 
I have  to  thank  all  the  local  authorities  for  the  readiness 
with  which  they  have  assisted  me,  and  I hope  my  critics  will 
give  me  their  assistance  also  in  bringing  out  the  past  history 
of  the  parish. 

Sir  William  Pole  sums  up  the  history  of  St.  Marychurch 
in  the  following  words : 

“ Robert  de  St  Mary  Church  held  the  same  in  King  Henry  2. 
tyme  from  whom  it  descended  unto  Amicia  de  St  Mary  Church, 
wief  of  Maurice  de  Rotomago,  anno  27  of  Kinge  Henry  3 ; unto 
whom  succeeded  William  de  Cirencester:  and  anno  19  of  Kinge 
Edward  3.,  the  Lord  James  Awdelegh  was  lord  thereof : from 
whom,  after  the  death  of  Nicas  lo.  Awdelegh,  it  came  unto  the 
Lord  Eulk  Fitz  Warren  by  Margfc  his  wief,  daughter  of  James 
Lord  Awdelegh ; and  soe  from  Fitz  Warren  it  is  descended  unto 


* This  map  is  given  with  the  paper  on  “ Land  and  Labour  in  St.  Mary- 
church in  Saxon  Times.” 
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John  Erie  of  Bath,  which  sold  the  same  unto  John  Forde  of 
Bagtor,  whose  son  George  Eorde  sold  the  same  unto  Sir  George 
Cary  of  Cockington.”* 

Eisdon  carries  us  back  a little  further,  and  says : 

“ St.  Mary  Church,  which  by  vulgar  report  was  one  of  the  first 
erected  Churches  in  this  province ; of  the  which  land  Robert  de 
St.  Mary  Church,  the  son  of  Richard  Redvers,  was  the  first  lord 
that  I find,  from  whom  it  descended  to  Amicia,  that  married 
Maurice  de  Rotomago.”f 

The  brothers  Lysons  supply,  with  some  reservation,  another 
link  in  the  chain,  and  say : 

“ At  the  time  of  the  Domesday  Survey,  the  manor  of  St  Mary 
Church  was  held  under  Earl  Moreton,  by  Richard,  ancestor,  it  is 
probable,  of  Robert  de  St  Mary  Church,  who  possessed  the  manor 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.”  J 

We  are  thus  carried  back  to  Domesday  Book , where  we 
find : 

“ The  earl  of  Moreton  has  a manor  which  is  called  Saint  Marie 
Cherche  [the  name  is  not  here  translated  into  Latin  §],  which 
Ordolph  held  on  the  day  when  King  Edward  was  alive  and  dead, 
and  it  renders  geld  for  one  hide.  This  four  ploughs  can  till. 
Richard  son  of  Torolf  held  this  of  the  earl.  Of  this  the  King 
has  in  demesne  two  virgates  and  two  ploughs,  and  the  villeins 
hold  two  virgates  and  one  plough  and  a half  [i.e.  twelve  oxen, 
eight  going  to  a team].  There  the  King  has  five  villeins  and  eight 
bordars  and  three  slaves,  and  one  pack-horse,  and  four  beasts  and 
five  pigs  and  110  sheep,  and  one  acre  of  meadow  land.  And  it  is 
worth  40  shillings  a year,  and  when  the  Earl  took  it,  it  was  worth 
20  shillings.” 

But  there  was  another  manor  of  St.  Marychurch,  for  we 
read  in  that  part  of  the  Survey  published  last  year  by  this 
Association,  and  which  contains  the  ecclesiastical  manors : 

“ Osbern  the  Bishop  has  a manor  which  is  called  Saint  Mary’s 
Church  [ Aecclesia  Sandae  Mariae , it  is  in  Latin  also  in  the 
Exchequer  Domesday,  101(4);  4 &.],  which  Bishop  Leofric  held 
on  the  day  on  which  King  Edward  was  alive  and  dead,  and  it 
rendered  geld  for  two  virgates.  These  three  ploughs  can  till. 
There  the  Bishop  has  in  demesne  one  virgate,  and  one  plough,  and 
the  villeins  hold  one  virgate  and  one  plough.  There  the  Bishop 
has  four  villeins,  and  four  bordars,  and  64  sheep.  And  it  is 

* Description  of  Devonshire,  p.  271. 

t Survey  of  the  County  of  Devon , p.  145. 

J Devonshire , p.  334. 

§ In  the  Exchequer  MS.  it  is  spelled  “ See.  Marie  Cerce .”  Fol.  xi. 
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worth  15  shillings  a year;  and  this  is  part  of  the  sustenance  of 
the  Canons. 

The  parish  of  St.  Marychurch  includes  Babbacombe,  Ilsham, 
Barton,  Combe-Pafford,  Edginswell,  Shiphay-Collaton,  and 
Watcombe ; it  has  also  dependent  upon  it  the  parish  of 
Coffinswell,  including  Daccoinbe.  Let  us  see  if  we  can 
discover  any  trace  of  these  hamlets  in  Domesday. 

Dr.  Johnson  tells  us  that  “Barton”  means  “the  demesne 
lands  of  a manour,  the  manour  house  itself,  and  sometimes 
the  out-houses.”  Thus  we  have  “the  barton  of  Ilsham” 
in  the  Cartulary  of  Torre  Abbey.  Cary  Barton  is  the  name 
of  the  buildings  at  the  bottom  of  Westhill,  and  the  word  is 
still  used  in  Wiltshire  to  designate  farm-buildings.  It  would 
be  hopeless  to  identify  Barton.  Watcombe  and  Combe-Pafford 
may  be  among  the  many  Combes  described  in  Domesday,  but 
there  is  no  indication  to  mark  which  is  meant.!  The  same 
must  be  said  of  Babbacombe.  Shiphay,  or  “sheep-hay  or 
sheep-walk,”  as  Mr.  Dymond  has  it,  is  not  distinguishable; 
but  Ilsham  is  mentioned  immediately  after  the  account  of 
Torre : 

“ William  Porter  [if  we  may  venture  thus  to  translate  Hostiarius] 
has  one  Manor  which  is  called  Ilesham,  which  Berus  [Bere  is  still 
a well-known  Devonshire  name]  held  on  the  day  on  which  King 
Edward  was  alive  and  dead,  and  rendered  geld  for  one  hide.  This 
three  ploughs  can  till.  This  manor  Eoger  holds  of  William.  Of 
it  the  King  has  half  a hide  and  one  carucate  in  demesne,  and  the 
villeins  hold  half  a hide  and  half  a carucate.  There  the  King  has  two 
villeins  and  two  bordars,  and  two  slaves,  and  two  beasts,  and  two 
pigs,  and  40  sheep,  and  ten  she-goats,  and  20  acres  of  pasture. 
This  manor  is  worth  10  shillings,  and  when  William  received  it, 
it  was  worth  as  much,  and  this  is  one  of  the  manors  taken  in 
exchange  by  William.”  f 

Of  Edginswell,  Westcote  writes : 

“ Aggenswell,  alias  Eggeswell,  held  by  Eulk  de  Ferrers.”  § 

And  Eisdon,  who  died  ten  years  later,  tells  us : 

“ The  tything  of  Agenswell  was  anciently  the  inheritance  of  Sir 
Guido  de  Agevilla,  knight,  and  in  the  beginning  of  king  Henry  III.’s 

* The  Devonshire  Domesday,  p.  106.  This  manor  was  probably  carved 
out  of  the  original  manor,  and  presented  by  the  predecessor  of  Earl  Mortain 
to  the  monks  of  Exeter,  who  went  about  the  country  preaching,  as  we  know 
from  the  Life  of  St.  Boniface. 

t In  the  Valor  Bcclesiasticus  of  the  Cathedral  of  Exeter,  presented  to 
Henry  VIII.  in  1534,  I find  no  mention  of  St.  Marychurch,  but  instead 
there  appears  the  Manor  of  “ Combpafford,  ” and  the  tithes  of  the  same. 
(Dugdale,  Monasticon , vol.  ii.  pp.  544,  545.) 

X Exon.  Domesday , p.  440.  § Devonshire  in  1630 , p.  426. 
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reign,  Sampson  Foliot  was  lord  thereof,  whom  succeeded  Sir  Fulk 
Ferrers,  knight,  by  Lucia  his  wife.”* 

These  variations  of  the  name  enable  us  to  identify 
Edginswell,  for  the  Domesday  Survey  informs  us  that : 

“William  holds  Hagewile  of  Judhel  [of  Totnes],  and  has  one 
virgate  and  a half  and  one  plough  in  demesne,  and  the  villeins 
one  virgate.  There  William  has  one  villein  and  three  hordars,  and 
one  slave,  and  20  sheep  and  two  acres  of  wood,  and  two  acres  of 
meadow.  And  it  is  worth  10  shillings  a year,  and  when  William 
received  it,  it  was  worth  12  shillings.”! 

Sir  William  Pole  says : 

“ Coffinswell,  or  Well  Coffin,  in  King  Henry  3.  tyme  belonged 
unto  Sampson  Folliott;  and  after  unto  Eobert  Coffin.”! 

It  was  therefore  originally  called  Welle,  and  we  shall  find 
the  same  place  called  Willa  or  Wylla  in  deeds  of  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  century.  Now  Willa  is  described  in 
Domesday  as  under  the  head  of  “ Terra  Eadulfi  de  Limesi  ” : 

“ Ealph  himself  holds  Wille.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it 
rendered  geld  for  two  hides.  There  is  land  for  5 ploughs.  In 
demesne  are  2 carucates,  and  there  are  7 slaves  and  16  villeins 
and  2 bordars  with  4 ploughs.  There  are  12  acres  of  meadow, 
and  32  acres  of  pasture,  and  56  acres  of  wood.  Formerly  worth 
6 pounds,  now  worth  105  shillings.” 


The  way  in  which  Coffinswell  becomes  Willa,  Edginswell 
Agevilla,  and  Kerswell  Carswilla  suggests  to  me  the  idea 
that  these  places  do  not,  as  is  generally  supposed,  derive 
their  names  from  wells  of  water;  but  from  the  Eoman  “villa” 
or  manor,  which  name  is  a relic  of  the  time  when  Britain 
was  Eoman. § The  French  ville  and  the  English  “village” 
unquestionably  are  derived  from  the  villa  out  of  which  they 
sprung.  But  I submit  my  conjecture  to  the  correction  of  others. 

We  may  now  sum  up  the  population  of  this  parish  at  the 
time  of  the  Conquest : 

Villani.  Bordarii.  Servi. 


St.  Marychurch,  Bishop  Osbern’s  manor  . 4 

„ Earl  Moreton’s  manor  . 5 

Ilsham,  William  Porter’s  manor  ...  2 

Edginswell,  William’s  manor  ...  1 

Male  servile  population  of  St.  Marychurch  . 12 

Coffinswell,  or  Wille  . . . .16 


Making  the  whole  male  agricultural  population  28 


4 0 

8 3 

2 2 
_3  _1 

17  6 

_2  _7 

19  13 


* Survey , &c.,  p.  145.  + Exon.  Domesday.  X Op.  cit.  p.  271. 

§ It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  part  of  England  was  not  conquered 
by  the  West  Saxons  until  Wessex  had  become  Christian  ; so  that  Paganism 
never  supplanted  Christianity  in  Devonshire. 
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The  total  number  of  serfs  would  thus  be  sixty ; and  sup- 
posing each  family  to  consist  of  five  persons,  there  would  be 
a total  of  three  hundred.  To  these  must  be  added  the 
families  at  the  four  manor  houses,  the  unidentified  in- 
habitants of  Combe  Pafford,  the  fishermen  of  Babbacombe 
and  Watcombe,  and  probably  three  or  four  priests ; so  that  it 
would  not  be  rash  to  estimate  the  population  of  the  united 
parishes  as  400.  Mr.  Barnes  says  that  in  1801  the  popula- 
tion was  801,  so  that  the  place  in  Norman  times  had  its  fair 
quantum  of  inhabitants. 

The  earliest  mention  of  St.  Marychurch  in  any  historical 
document  that  I have  come  across  is  in  a charter  or  memo- 
randum of  a grant  of  property  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Peter 
at  Exeter,  by  Bishop  Leofric,  who  obtained  the  permission  of 
the  Pope  to  transfer  thither  his  episcopal  See  from  its  more 
ancient  place  at  Crediton.  Leofric,  a native  of  Lorraine,  had 
been  chaplain  to  St.  Edward  the  Confessor  during  his  residence 
in  France,  and  on  the  king’s  restoration  to  his  throne,  he 
gave  his  chaplain  the  valuable  estate  of  Holcombe  in  Dawlish, 
and  promoted  him  to  the  united  Sees  of  Devon  and  Cornwall, 
giving  him  the  monastery  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Peter  for  his 
residence  in  Exeter,  and  transferring  the  monks  to  West- 
minster. The  charter  to  which  I refer  is  written  in  Anglo- 
Saxon,  in  a fine  clear  hand,  on  vellum  sheets  at  the  beginning 
of  a Latin  copy  of  the  Gospels  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 
It  is  without  date,  and  begins  thus : 

“ Here  it  is  witnessed  in  this  Christ’s  Book,  what  Leofric  the 
Bishop  conferred  on  St.  Peter’s  Minster  at  Exanceaster,  where  his 
Episcopal  See  is  [his  bisceop  stol  is\.  Namely,  that  he  recovered  what 
had  heretofore  been  alienated,  that  is  the  land  at  Brancescumbe, 
and  at  Sealtcumbe,  and  the  land  at  sande  Maria  circean 

King  Edward  the  Confessor  and  his  queen  assisted  in 
state  at  the  installation  of  Leofric  in  St.  Peter’s  Church  at 
Exeter  in  1050,  and  Leofric  died  in  1072;  so  that  this  docu- 
ment is  earlier  than  Domesday  Book,  for  Osbern  was  bishop  at 
the  time  of  that  survey. 

The  circumstance  of  the  property  being  called  “ the  land 
at  Sancte  Maria  circean,”  shows  that  the  parish  was  known 
by  that  name,  and  gives  great  probability  to  the  “vulgar 
report”  of  this  church  having  been  one  of  the  first,  if  not 
the  first,  dedicated  to  the  honour  of  the  blessed  Virgin  in  this 
part  of  Devonshire.  Mr.  Barnes  places  its  foundation  in 

* Dugdale’s  Monasticon , vol.  ii.  p.  527.  The  MS.  is  Bibl.  Bodl.  Auct. 
D.  2,  16. 
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the  seventh  century,  though  perhaps  this  is  too  early  a date, 
as  Gerontius,  king  of  Dumnonia,  who  was  so  earnestly 
remonstrated  with  by  St.  Aldhelm,  bishop  of  Sherborne,  for 
hisN  unchristian  intolerance,  about  the  year  705,  probably 
included  this  part  of  the  county  in  his  dominions,  until  his 
defeat  by  Ine  king  of  Wessex  in  710.  Yet  St.  Boniface,  or 
Wynfrith,  was  born  at  Crediton  in  680,  so  that  the  Saxons 
may  have  established  themselves  here  before  the  end  of  the 
seventh  century.  All  the  names  of  places  around  here  are 
Saxon,  although  Mr.  Worth  would  have  us  believe  that 
Cockington  is  derived  from  the  Celtic  word  “coch”  which 
means  red.  It  must  have  taken  many  years  for  the  old 
British  names  to  become  forgotten,  and  for  so  Saxon  a name 
as  “ St.  Mary  church  ” to  become  naturalised,  as  it  evidently 
must  have  been,  long  before  the  time  of  Leofric.  There  is  a 
popular  tradition  about  the  foundation  of  the  church,  for 
which  I cannot  find  any  authority,  but  which  I relate  as  it 
was  told  to  me  : 

“ It  is  said  that  when  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  made 
up  their  minds  to  build  a church,  they  selected  a site- 
down  in  the  valley  below  Westhill,  which  is  where  Mr. 
Barnes  supposes  the  manor  house  to  have  stood.  But  every 
night,  all  that  they  had  built  during  the  day  fell  down. 
After  this  had  happened  several  times,  they  were  advised  by 
the  priest  to  join  him  in  a solemn  triduo  of  prayer  to  learn 
the  will  of  God  concerning  the  building  of  their  church. 
On  the  third  day,  as  the  priest  was  saying  mass,  he  heard  a 
voice  saying : 

“ ‘ If  St.  Mary’s  build  ye  will, 

Ye  must  build  it  on  the  hill.’ 

“ Accordingly  they  chose  the  highest  spot  they  could  find 
for  the  site  of  the  church  which  gave  its  name  to  the  parish.” 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  origin,  or  the  date  of  its 
foundation,  one  undoubted  relic  of  Saxon  times  remains  in 
the  old  Saxon  font,  rescued  from  its  inverted  and  degraded 
position  by  the  Bev.  Edward  Kitson,  formerly  vicar  of  St. 
Mary  church,  and  described  by  him  in  a letter,  which  is 
printed  with  an  engraving  in  Dr.  Oliver’s  Observations  on 
several  Churches  in  Devonshire  * The  sculptures  are,  as  Mr. 
Kitson  truly  says,  “ Figures  of  the  rudest  execution  and 
grotesque  character.”  Mr.  Barnes  has  tried  to  explain  them 
by  the  banners  of  the  twelve  tribes,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  see 
how  these  figures  can  be  made  to  fit  in  with  that  explanation. 


* Yol.  i.  p.  184. 
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It  would  be  a tempting  subject  to  enter  in  imagination  the 
old  church,  and  by  the  aid  of  Leofric’s  Missal , which  has 
lately  been  re-published,  and  the  Ordinale  of  Bishop  Gran- 
disson,  recently  edited  by  Mr.  Beynolds,  then  librarian  of 
the  cathedral,  to  describe  the  services  that  were  carried  on 
in  the  old  parish  church  in  Norman  times,  and  which  we 
might  reasonably  suppose  copied  at  a modest  distance  the 
grand  ceremonies  of  the  cathedral.  But  it  would  probably 
awaken  controversies  out  of  place  at  a meeting  of  this  kind, 
and  so  I confine  myself  to  the  humbler  task  of  noting  the 
scanty  references  to  this  place  in  the  records  that  have  come 
down  to  us. 

The  words  quoted  above  of  Bishop  Leofric  inform  us  that 
St.  Marychurch  was  part  of  the  alienated  property  of  the 
monastery  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Peter,  at  Exeter,  which 
Leofric  recovered.  So  that  it  was  not  one  of  those  many 
private  estates  which  Leofric  possessed,  and  which  he  so 
generously  bestowed  on  his  cathedral.  But  this  manor  had 
formerly  belonged  to  the  monks ; and  when  they  were  re- 
placed by  the  twenty-four  canons  and  twenty-four  vicars, 
who  followed  the  rule  of  St.  Chrodegand,  bishop  of  Metz  in 
the  eighth  century,  it  was  recovered  and  set  apart,  as  Domes- 
day says,  “ for  the  sustenance  of  the  canons/ ” who,  we  may 
presume,  had  the  revenues  of  the  demesne  land,  amounting 
to  15s.  a year,  and  the  rectorial  tithes,  which,  being  free  of 
tax,  are  not  mentioned  in  Domesday.  Besides  St.  Marychurch, 
they  had  the  three  manors  (villce)  of  Dovelis,  or  Dawlish, 
worth  £8 ; Ide,  a village  two  miles  south  of  Exeter,  valued 
at  40s.;  and  Sovretone,  or  Stourtona,  which  subsequent 
documents  prove  to  be  Staverton,  near  Totnes,  worth  £7. 
Altogether  the  provision  for  the  Chapter  from  these  four 
manors  amounted  to  £17  15s.  Two  centuries  later  a report 
was  made  to  Pope  Nicholas  IV.  of  all  ecclesiastical  revenues, 
and  that  for  the  Diocese  of  Exeter  is  printed  in  Oliver’s 
Monasticon.  From  this  is  appears  that  these  four  manors 

Were  valued  at  Revenue.  Tithe. 


Ecclesia  de  Ide . 

Ecclesia  de  Doulys 
Vicarius  ejusdem 
Ecclesia  de  Staverton  . 
Vicarius  ejusdem 
Ecclesia  de  Seintmaricherclie 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

2 0 0 ...  0 4 0 

9 6 8 ...  0 18  8 

5 6 8 ..  0 10  8 

7 6 8 ...  0 14  8 

4 0 0 ...  0 8 0 

13  G 8 ...  1 6 8 


The  revenues  of  these  four  manors  had  thus  increased  to 
£32,  and  the  tithes  amounted  to  £5  4s.  But  this  increase 
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was  due  almost  entirely  to  the  immense  increase  in  the  value 
of  St.  Marychurch,  which  had  improved  so  as  to  be  nearly 
eighteen  times  as  valuable  as  it  had  been  two  hundred  years 
before.  The  deliverance  of  the  sea-coast  from  the  ravages  of 
pirates,  and  the  comparatively  settled  government,  had  doubt- 
less much  to  do  with  it,  though  we  do  not  find  the  other 
villages  improving  during  the  same  period ; but  perhaps  the 
example  of  the  good  farming  of  the  monks  of  Torre  Abbey, 
which  was  founded  by  William  de  Briwere  in  1196,  had 
stimulated  the  rivalry  of  the  neighbouring  farmers  to  make 
the  most  of  their  land. 

Amongst  the  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Chapter 
of  Exeter  is  a deed  of  Bishop  Chichester,  dated  Sunday,  the 
Feast  of  the  Assumption  ( die  Assumptionis  Sancte  Marie) — 
that  is,  August  15th,  1148 — in  which  he  gives  to  Archdeacon 
Hugh,  for  his  lifetime,  the  church  of  Branscombe,  the  church 
of  “ Sanctemariecherche,”  &c.  These  grants  were,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  Chapter,  offered  on  the  altar  of  St.  Peter, 
by  the  book  of  the  gospel  (per  iextum  Evangelii),  in  the 
presence,  as  witness,  of  Patrick  Bishop  of  Limerick,  and  all 
the  clergy  and  people  of  the  city.  There  seems  to  have  been 
some  dispute  about  the  distribution  of  the  revenues,  and  this 
deed  was  a compromise,  by  which  the  rights  of  the  canons 
were  maintained,  and  Archdeacon  Hugh  allowed  a life  interest 
in  what  he  appears  to  have  appropriated  to  himself.  It  was 
regarded  as  a matter  of  such  importance  that  Pope  Eugenius 
III.,  the  disciple  and  friend  of  St.  Bernard,  to  whom  the 
latter  addressed  his  De  Consideratione,  issued  a Bull,  confirm- 
ing what  had  been  done,  and  declaring  that  the  revenues  and 
tithes  of  the  following  churches  belong  to  the  Prebends ; 
viz.  “ Stovertuna  cum  appendiciis  suis,  villam  Sancte  Marie 
Chirche,  Douelis,  Ida,  Halscombe,”* 

Bartholomew,  the  next  bishop  but  one  to  Chichester, 
preached  the  sermon  at  the  reconciliation  of  Canterbury 
Cathedral  after  its  desecration  by  the  murder  of  St.  Thomas 
a Becket,  and  received  the  confession  of  one  of  his  murderers, 
William  de  Tracy,  of  Bovey,  who  gave,  as  some  reparation 
for  his  crime,  the  manor  of  Daccombe,  in  Moretonhampstead, 
to  the  Cathedral  at  Canterbury.  This  same  Bartholomew 
confirmed,  by  a deed  still  extant,  dated  “ the  Vigil  of 
Pentecost,  1164,”  the  grant  of  half  an  acre  of  land  at  “ Willa,” 
or  Coffinswell,  to  the  church  of  St.  Bartholomew  there. 
This  grant  had  been  made  five  years  before,  and  William, 
lord  of  Willa,  swore  that  he  had  given  this  plot  of  land, 
* Oliver’s  Lives  of  Bishops  of  Exeter , p.  19. 
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which  was  situated  “ by  the  king’s  highway,  between  his  land 
and  the  meadows  of  Nicholas  lord  of  Daccombe and  in 
recognition  of  it,  “ Ilbert  the  priest,  parson  ( persona ) of  the 
same  church  gave  him  one  mark  of  silver,  and  a naidum 
palefredum , a native  palfrey  (which  we  may  take  to  be  the 
Latin  for  a Dartmoor  pony),  and  that  he  himself  had  made 
the  donation  by  solemnly  laying  his  dagger  ( cultellum ) on 
the  altar  of  the  said  Church,”  in  the  presence  of  a number  of 
witnesses,  whose  names  are  interesting — “ Osbert,  priest  of 
Carswilla,  William  chaplain  of  Kings  Kerswell  ( Carswilla 
Regis),  Eobert  Breuerid,  Osbert  Clerk,  brother  of  the  said 
William  lord  of  Willa,  Eoger,  clerk,  the  true  Nicholas  lord 
Daccombe,  Eobert  brother  of  the  said  William  lord  of  Willa, 
and  these  parishioners  of  Willa, — Alward,  Martin,  Alward 
son  of  the  same  Martin,  Nicholas  the  Sacristan,  Ailun, 
Hachvil,  William  Ewyno  the  Daccombe  ‘ chicken  ’ ( jpullo ), 
Eedwyn,  Ascatill,  Jordan,  Eobert,  Alfric  son  of  Wyseman.” 

About  the  year  1205  Jordan  de  Daccombe,  by  deed,  gave 
up  to  the  Chapter  of  Exeter  his  right  to  the  advowson  of 
the  chapel  of  Willa.  * 

The  manor  of  Ilsham  passed  from  Eoger,  the  tenant  of 
William  Porter,  into  the  hands  of  the  Pomeroy  family,  and 
through  William  Briwere  was  made  over  to  the  Abbey  of 
Torre  by  deed  of  gift  in  1180.  f It  became  a grange  of  the 
Abbey,  with  a hermitage  for  a recluse,  the  remains  of  which 
may  still  be  seen. 

The  nephew  of  William  Briwere,  and  of  the  same  name, 
became  bishop  of  Exeter  in  1224,  and  instituted  the  office  of 
Dean  in  his  Cathedral  Chapter,  over  which  the  precentor  had 
hitherto  presided.  For  the  maintenance  of  this  new  dignitary 
he  allotted,  towards  the  end  of  1225,  the  church  of  Braunton. 
At  the  same  time  he  laid  down  that  certain  benefices  were  to 
be  for  the  maintenance  of  the  canons,  and  among  them  “ the 
church  of  St.  Marychurch,  with  its  chapels  of  Karswell, 
of  Welle,  of  Dacum,  of  Coleton,  & c.”J  • 

There  are  a great  number  of  charters  in  the  Cartulary  of 
Torre  Abbey  relating  to  Welles  Coffyn,  or  Coffinswell,  arising 
from  the  husbands  of  two  of  the  granddaughters  of  the 
original  Eobert  Coffin,  and  co-heiresses,  having  sold  their 
portions  to  the  Abbey  of  Torre.  We  read  of  the  “ quieta 
clamacio  Jordani  de  Daccombe  ” and  then  of  the  “ convencio 

* Cathedral  Archives,  No.  1406. 

t Oliver’s  Monasticon,  p.  174,  Num.  iv.  It  is  called  Ylsham  in  the  title, 
and  Eylsham  in  the  Deed. 

X Archives,  No.  2084. 
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facta  inter  abbatem  de  Tom  et  Eobertum  Coffyn.”  Then 
of  the  “ quieta  clamacio  inter  Eobertum  de  Scoehille  et  Eogerum 
de  LaHulle  [the  son  of  Rose  Coffin]  et  abbatem  et  conventum 
de  Torre  de  terra  de  Welle  Coffyn.”  Risdon  is  probably 
correct  in  saying  there  “was  variance  touching  this  land.”* 
Part  of  the  land  seems  to  have  been  a knight’s  fee,  called 
Holrigge ; and  in  the  Chapter  Archives  at  Exeter  there  is  a 
deed  whereby  William  Russel  de  Porta,  or  “ De  la  Gate  ” 
and  “ De  la  Yete,”  as  he  is  elsewhere  called,  renounces  to  the 
Abbey  all  the  claim  that  he  has  to  Holrigge  through  his  wife 
Susanna.  This  deed  is  witnessed  by  “ Johanne  de  Wyteweye, 
Richardo  de  Babecombe,  Ricardo  de  Gatepath,  Roberto  de 
Grendel,  Richardo  Gayer,  et  aliis.”f  This  is  the  first  mention 
I have  met  with  of  Babbacombe.  The  name  occurs  again  in 
the  Cartulary  with  regard  to  some  Abbey  property  in 
Hennock,  where  we  meet  with  “ Quieta  clamacio  Martini  de 
Babbecombe  capellano  de  Beydon.”  The  dispute  with  this 
clerical  native  of  Babbacombe  seems  to  have  been  satis- 
factorily settled ; for  the  next  entry  is,  “ Confirmacio  Johanne 
de  Babcomb  de  terra  de  la  Flode Thus  we  have  three 
Babbacombe  natives — Richard,  Martin,  and  John — and  Martin 
was  a priest. 

Another  entry  in  the  Cartulary  is  a deed  of  “ Avicie  de 
Seyn temarichurche  de  uno  ferlingo  terre  ibidem .”  This  lady 
is  evidently  the  same  heiress  of  Robert  de  St.  Marychurch, 
who  married  Maurice  de  Rouen  in  or  about  1215,  of  whose 
deed  Risdon  gives  the  following  curious  extract : 

“To  all,  &c.  Amicia  de  St  Mary  Church  sendeth  greeting.  Let 
them  know  that  I,  for  the  welfare  of  my  soul,  and  that  of  my 
husband  Maurice  de  Rotomago,  have  given  the  Abbot  of  Torre 
three  pounds  of  wax  every  year,  together  with  my  body  when 
I die,  to  be  paid  out  of  my  manor  of  St.  Mary  Church.”]: 

William  Lord  de  Briwere,  founder  of  Torre  Abbey,  had 
entrusted  to  him  as  his  ward  the  young  Lord  de  Mohun,  who 
afterwards  married  his  daughter  Alice,  receiving  as  her  dowry 
the  manor  of  Torre,  henceforward  known  as  Tormohun.  Their 
son  Reginald  obtained  a license  from  the  abbot  to  build  a 
chapel  “ in  sua  curia  de  Thorre ,”  for  the  use  of  himself  and 
his  family,  provided  always  that  no  sacraments  were  given 
therein,  nor  parochial  rights  exercised.  This  agreement  was 
entered  into  in  1251.  An  account  of  the  happy  ending  of 
Lord  Reginald’s  life  is  given  us  by  Dr.  Oliver,  from  the 

* Op.  cit.  p.  139.  f Oliver’s  Monasticon,  174,  175,  Num.  viii. 

$ Risdon,'  Op.  cit.  p.  145 : “ Tres  libras  cere  annuatim  cum  corpore  meo 
quando  obiero,  solvendum  ex  manerio  meo  de  St.  Mary  Church.” 
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Register  of  Newenham  Abbey , near  Axminster,  which  was 
founded  by  the  same  nobleman  : 

“In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1257,  on  Sunday,  20  of  January,  the 
Feast  of  SS.  Fabian  and  Sebastian,  Reginald  de  Mohun,  the  Lord 
of  Dunstorre,  and  founder  of  Newenham  Abbey,  entered  the  way 
of  all  flesh,  at  Torre  in  Devonshire.  His  end  was  this.  On  being 
attacked  by  severe  illness  at  Torre,  he  sent  for  a Franciscan  Friar 
called  Henry,  at  that  time  a learned  professor  of  theology  at 
Oxford.  The  said  Friar  arrived  at  Torre  on  the  Wednesday  before 
Reginald’s  death,  and  received  his  humble,  entire,  and  sincere 
confession.  Early  on  the  Friday  morning,  as  the  said  Friar  entered 
the  bedroom,  Reginald  thus  addressed  him: — “I  have  had  a 
vision  this  night;  I imagined  myself  to  be  in  the  Church  of 
the  White  Monks,  and  when  oh  the  point  of  leaving  it,  a venerable 
personage,  habited  like  a pilgrim,  presented  himself  before  and 
accosted  me  thus : ‘ Reginald,  I leave  it  to  your  option  either 
to  come  to  me  now  in  safety  and  without  hazard,  or  to  await 
until  the  week  next  before  Easter,  exposed  to  danger.’  My 
reply  was,  ‘ My  Lord,  I will  not  await,  but  will  follow  you  forth- 
with.’ As  I was  preparing  to  follow  him,  he  said,  ‘ No,  not  as  yet, 
but  you  shall  securely  join  me  on  the  third  day.’  This  was  my 
dream  and  vision.”  The  Confessor,  after  administering  motives 
of  consolation,  returned  to  his  own  chamber,  and  during  a short 
slumber,  dreamed  that  he  was  present  in  the  aforesaid  Cistercian 
Monastery,  arid  beheld  a venerable  person  attired  in  white, 
conducting  a boy  more  radiant  than  the  sun,  and  vested  in  a 
robe  brighter  than  crystal,  from  the  baptismal  font  towards  the 
altar.  On  enquiry  whose  beautiful  child  this  was,  the  person 
answered,  ‘This  is  the  soul  of  the  venerable  Reginald  de  Mohun.’ 
The  third  day  arriving,  Reginald  requested  Henry  to  recite 
prime  and  tierce,  ‘as  my  hour’  (he  said)  ‘is  approaching;’  for  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  hearing  repeated  the  whole  Divine  Office. 
The  friar  having  done  so,  went  to  the  Abbey  Church  to  celebrate 
Mass.  The  Introit  was  Circumdederunt  me,  etc.  Mass  being  over, 
the  said  Friar  returned  in  his  priestly  vestments,  bringing  with 
him  the  Viaticum  to  fortify  the  Lord  Reginald,  with  the  receiving 
of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ.  As  he  entered  the  bed-chamber, 
Reginald  was  anxious  to  rise,  but  could  not  from  excessive 
weakness.  About  ten  persons  were  present,  to  whom  he  said, 
‘Why  not  assist  me  to  meet  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer?’  And 
these  were  his  last  words.  Henry  then  gave  him  the  Communion, 
and  afterwards  the  Extreme  Unction,  and  then  began  with  the 
priests  and  clerks  the  recommendation  of  a departing  soul.  At 
the  end  of  these  prayers,  Reginald  being  still  alive,  they  began 
to  repeat  them  again;  and  whilst  they  were  reciting  the  words, 
‘ All  ye  saints  pray  for  him,’  without  a groan  or  apparent  agony  he 
slept  in  the  Lord.  His  corpse  was  removed  to  Newenham,  and 
deposited  on  the  left  side  of  the  High  Altar.” 
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The  Registrar  then  adds  : 

“When  the  pavement  of  the  Sanctuary  of  our  Conventual 
Church  was  re-laid,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1333,  the  body  of  the 
said  founder  (seventy-five  years  after  its  interment)  was  found  in 
the  sarcophagus  perfectly  incorrupt  and  uninjured,  and  exhaling 
a fragrant  odour.  For  three  days  it  lay  exposed  to  public 
view,  I saw  it  and  felt  it; — quod  quidem  corpus  vidi , palpavi ; 
et  per  triduum  puplice  discoopertum  jacuit , Anno  Domini 
MCCCXXXIII.”* 

This  touching  bit  of  local  biography  shows  how  near  the 
mansion  of  Torre  Mohun  must  have  been  to  the  abbey,  for 
the  priest  to  have  come  straight  from  the  church  to  the 
bedroom  without  taking  off  his  vestments ; and  it  is  also  an 
illustration  of  the  strict  manner  in  which  the  agreement 
about  the  domestic  chapel  was  carried  out.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  1257  was  the  year  in  which  Richard,  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  was  elected  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  when 
Simon  de  Montfort  and  the  Barons  were  resisting  Henry 
Ill’s  infringements  of  Magna  Charta.  Grossetete,  bishop  of 
Lincoln,  had  taught  in  the  Franciscan  school  at  Oxford 
before  he  was  bishop,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  learned 
Adam  de  Marisco,  the  light  of  the  University,  and  the  friend 
of  both  Grossetete  and  De  Montfort;  and  in  1258  he  was 
the  representative  of  England  at  the  General  Chapter  of  the 
Order  under  St.  Bonaventura,  the  Minister-General  of  the 
Franciscans. 

But  we  are  getting  away  from  St.  Marychurch.  Half  a 
century  before  the  Dissolution,  in  1489,  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Exeter  granted  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Tor  all  the 
great  tythes  “ of  the  chapel,  and  all  the  barton  and  manor  of 
Ilsham.”  And  Mr.  Barnes  thinks  that  “ before  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  monasteries,  all  the  great  tithes  seem  to  have  been 
held  under  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Exeter  by  the  Abbots 
of  Tor  ”f 

I have  not  seen  any  further  notices  of  St.  Marychurch 
during  the  period  within  which  I have  restricted  myself.  If 
the  old  church  books  had  escaped  the  Vandals  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  or  if  the  old  Saxon  font  could  speak, 
much  more,  and  of  greater  interest  than  anything  we  know 
now,  would  be  told  of  those  whose  dust  moulders  in  the  old 
churchyard  of  St.  Marychurch. 

* Dr.  Oliver’s  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities  in  Devon,  vol.  i.  p.  206-208. 

+ Lecture,  October  17th,  1865,  p.  5. 


LAND  AND  LABOUB  IN  ST.  MAEYCHUECH 
IN  SAXON  TIMES. 


BY  THE  VERY  REV.  CANON  BROWNLOW,  M.A, 


(Read -at  St.  Marychurcli,  July,  1886.) 


When  we  read  that  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday  Survey 
the  agricultural  population  of  this  parish  consisted  of  thirty- 
five  men  and  their  families,  and  the  population  of  Coffinswell 
of  twenty-five  men,  we  naturally  feel  curious  to  know,  if 
possible,  what  amount  of  land  these  men  occupied,  what 
rent  they  paid,  and  what  were  the  wages  of  labour  equiva- 
lents that  were  required  of  them.  I propose  to  consider 
these  subjects  in  the  present  paper,  which  will  thus  form  an 
appendix  to  the  “ Notes  on  the  History  of  St.  Marychurch.” 
The  male  population  was  enumerated  in  Domesday  as  follows  : 


Villani  Bordarii  Servi 


St.  Marychurch,  Bishop  Osbern’s  manor . 4 

„ Earl  Moretain’s  manor  . 5 

Ilsham,  William  Porter’s  (Hostiarius)manor  2 
Edginswell,  William’s  manor  . . 1 

Total  male  agricultural  population  . 12* 
Coffinswell,  or  Willa  in  Domesday  . 16 

Total  male  population  of  the  two  . 28 


4 0 

8 3 

2 2 

3 1 

17  17 

2 7 

19  13"=  60 


The  total  male  population  of  Devonshire,  according  to 
Domesday , was  17,433.  By  the  last  census  in  1881  it  was 
286,242,  but  then  a large  number  of  these  are  children,  who 
are  not  counted  in  Domesday.  If  we  were  correct  in  estimating 
the  gross  population  of  this  place  at  400,  we  should  have  to 
reckon  the  gross  population  of  the  county  at  87,165,  as  com- 
pared with  the  present  gross  population  of  604,397. 

Taking  the  three  divisions  of  population  in  St.  Marychurch, 
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and  reckoning  the  Cotarii,  Coscez,  and  Buri  under  the  same 
head,  we  find 

The  Villani  were  „ „ . „ 8070 

Bordarii,  &c.  . . . 4930 

Servi  and  one  ancilla  . . . 3295 

Mr.  Seebohm  calculates  that  about  the  time  of  the  Domes- 
day Survey  some  five  millions  of  acres  were  under  the  plough, 
being  between  one-half  and  one-third'  of  the  acreage  of  arable 
land  now. 

Earl  Moretain’s  manor  of  “ Sainte  Marie  Cherche  ” is  said 
to  render  geld  or  tax  for  one  “hide,”  and  Bishop  Osbern’s 
manor  for  two  “virgates.”  The  “hide”  was  the  unit  of 
taxation,  and  originally  meant  the  “ villa  ” or  estate  of  one 
free  family.  Later  it  came  to  denote  the  full  plough  team  of 
eight  oxen,  hence  it  included  four  “ virgates  ” and  eight 
“ bovates.”  Mr.  Seebohm  says  : “ In  the  pastoral  districts  of 
England  and  Wales  the  Roman  tribute  may  possibly  have 
been,  if  not  a hide  from  each  plough-team,  a hide  from  every 
family  holding  cattle;  just  as  in  a.d.  1175  Henry  II.  bound 
his  Irish  vassal,  Roderic  O’Connor,  to  pay  annually  ‘ de 
singulis  animalibus  decimum  corium  placabile  mercatoribus / 
perhaps  a tenth  of  the  hides  he  himself  received  as  tribute 
from  his  own  tribesmen.”*  The  hide  varied  from  120  to  190 
and  sometimes  240  acres,  according  to  the  extent  of  land 
which  was  annually  left  fallow,  and  therefore  did  not  produce 
tribute.  The  hide  also  varied  according  to  the  lightness  or 
heaviness  of  the  soil  to  be  ploughed. 

To  ordinary  ears  the  words  “ villein,”  “ bordar,”  “ virgate,” 
and  “ carrucate  ” convey  little  or  no  meaning,  and  it  will  help 
us  to  learn  the  social  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parish  eight  hundred  years  ago,  if  we  can  get  a clear  under- 
standing of  these  terms.  The  “ villeins  ” or  villani,  derived 
from  the  Roman  “ villa  ” or  estate  farmed  by  slaves,  formed 
the  most  numerous  class  of  persons  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day Book.  They  were  thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
population,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  land  was  in  their 
holding.  In  Devonshire  they  formed  forty-six  per  cent.,  or 
nearly  half  the  population ; in  Yorkshire  they  numbered 
sixty-three  per  cent.,  or  more  than  half  the  inhabitants  of 
that  county;  while  in  Rutland  they  were  eighty-five  per 
cent.  It  appears  from  Domesday  that  they  held  land  varying 
from  a “ hide,”  generally  about  120  acres,  to  a “ bovate  ” or 
half- virgate,  which  usually  consisted  of  15  acres.  The 

* Feed.  vol.  i.  p.  31  ; Eng.  Village  Community , p.  398. 
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average  holding  of  a villein  was  a virgate  or  yard-land  of 
30  acres.  Bishop  Osbern’s  villeins  at  St.  Marychurch  had 
only  one  virgate  between  four  of  them.  The  “ carruca  ” or 
plough,  so  called  from  the  four-horsed  chariot  of  the  Romans, 
was  generally  drawn  by  eight  oxen,  four  abreast.  And  the 
“ carrucate  ” was  the  measure  of  the  land  that  a team  could 
plough  in  a year,  and  usually  equal  to  a hide  or  four  virgates ; 
that  is,  about  120  acres. 

We  should  imagine  Bishop  Osbern’s  manor  to  have  been 
divided  into  two  equal  parts,  one  of  which  he  held  in  demesne, 
and  the  other  was  subdivided  between  the  four  villeins,  each 
of  whom  would  have  his  homestead  surrounded  by  his  eight 
or  ten  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Seebohm  has  proved  by  numerous 
examples  in  the  midland  counties  that  this  was  by  no  means 
the  usual  condition  of  things.  He  gives,  from  the  Manor 
Rolls  of  Winslow,  an  example  of  the  virgate  of  one  John 
Moldeson,  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.,  which  consisted  of 
sixty-eight  half-acre  strips  of  land,  scattered  over  the  open 
fields,  and  sixty-six  of  which  strips  lay  contiguous  to  similar 
strips  held  by  John  Watekyns;  so  that  the  virgate  or  yard- 
land  consisted  of  a number  of  scattered  strips  all  over  the 
manor.  I think  we  can  trace  the  remains  of  a similar 
arrangement  in  St.  Marychurch.  In  an  old  map  of  Mr. 
Cary’s  manor  of  St.  Marychurch,  made  about  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  no  less  than  twenty-eight  fields  are  marked 
as  held  by  Jacob  Bartlett.  They  are  scattered  all  over  the 
manor,  and  several  of  them  are  contiguous  to  similar  fields 
held  by  William  Fox.  This  very  inconvenient  distribution 
of  Jacob  Bartlett’s  land  must  have  had  some  reason  for  it 
originally,  and  it  is  not  an  extravagant  supposition  to 
presume  that  Jacob  Bartlett  inherited  or  acquired  the 
ancient  half  bovate,  or  quarter  virgate,  held  by  one  of 
Bishop  Osbern’s  villeins,  to  which  his  ancestors  and  he  added 
other  strips  as  they  were  able.  If  these  four  villeins  held 
their  land  as  did  the  majority  of  their  contemporaries,  they 
probably  had  their  land  in  strips  alternating  with  each  other. 
The  reason  of  this  arrangement  is  not  clear  at  first  sight ; but 
when  we  remember  that  they  had  two  ploughs  between  the 
four,  we  see  that  two  of  them  at  least  must  have  clubbed 
together,  and  tilled  their  land  in  common.  About  the  middle 
of  the  tenth  century,  the  Welsh  king,  Howel-the-Good,  drew 
up  a code  of  laws  embodying  many  ancient  customs  which 
had  been  in  vogue  before  the  Saxons  came.  Amongst  these 
are  precise  regulations  for  a system  of  co-operative  ploughing. 
According  to  these  laws,  the  parties  agreeing  to  plough 
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together  were  to  give  surety  for  the  performance  of  the 
contract  until  the  “ tye  ” of  twelve  erws,  or  Welsh  acres,  were 
all  ploughed.  The  erw  was  thus  reckoned : 

“ Three  lengths  of  a barley-corn  in  an  inch ; three  inches  in  the 
palm-breadth;  three  palm-breadths  in  the  foot;  four  feet  in  the 
short  yoke ; and  eight  in  the  field-yoke ; and  twelve  in  the  lateral 
yoke ; and  sixteen  in  the  long  yoke ; and  a rod  equal  in  length  to 
that  long  yoke,  in  the  hand  of  the  driver,  with  the  middle  spike 
of  that  long  yoke  in  the  other  hand  of  the  driver,  and  as  far  as  he 
can  reach  with  that  rod,  stretching  out  his  arm,  are  the  two  skirts 
of  the  erw,  that  is  to  say  the  breadth  of  a legal  erw ; and  thirty 
of  that  is  the  length  of  the  erw.”* 

It  is  not  difficult  to  transfer  this  primitive  mode  of 
measurement  to  the  English  poles,  furlongs,  and  acres.  The 
erw  having  been  duly  measured, 

“ The  first  erw  belongs  to  the  ploughman ; the  second  to  the 
irons ; the  third  to  the  exterior  sod  ox ; the  fourth  to  the  exterior 
sward  ox,  lest  the  yoke  be  broken ; and  the  fifth  to  the  driver. 
And  so  the  erws  are  appropriated,  lrom  best  to  best,  to  the  oxen, 
thence  onward,  unless  the  yoke  be  stopped  between  them,  unto  the 
last ; and  after  that  the  plough  erw,  which  is  called  the  plougli-bote 
cyvar;  and  that  once  in  the  year  ( i.e . to  keep  the  woodwork  in 
order). 

“ If  there  should  he  a dispute  about  had  tillage  between  two 
co-tillers,  let  the  erw  of  the  ploughman  be  examined  as  to  the  depth, 
length,  and  breadth  of  the  furrow,  and  let  every  one’s  he  completed 
alike.”  f 

The  villeins  in  St.  Marychurch  had  doubtless  a similar 
agreement,  so  that  the  respective  acre-strips  of  the  ancestors 
of  Jacob  Bartlett  and  William  Fox,  and  their  two  other 
partners,  got  the  benefit  of  the  two  ploughs  without  either 
having  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  other.  If  the  three-field 
system  prevailed,  the  land  held  by  the  four  was  divided  into 
three  portions,  of  which  one  was  sown  with  wheat,  another 
with  beans  or  vetches,  and  the  third  left  fallow  to  be  ploughed 
up  for  wheat  in  the  following  year,  so  that  the  soil  might  not 
be  exhausted.  The  villeins  had  each  several  strips  in  each 
of  the  three  fields,  and  thus  had  an  equal  chance  of  good 
crops,  as  the  fields  were  ploughed  in  rotation. 

This  custom  made  it  easy  for  the  tithe  to  be  collected. 
King  Ethelred  enacted,  “ Be  it  known  to  every  Christian  man 
that  he  pay  to  the  Lord  his  tithe  justly,  always  as  the  plough 
traverses  the  tenth  acre.”£  And  Edgar  ordained  that  “it  be 

* Thorpe’s  Ancient  Laws  of  Wales,  vol.  i.  p.  187,  8vo. 
t Op.  cit.  pp.  315,  317.  X Laws , ix.  7. 
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so  paid,  both  from  a thane’s  ‘ in-land/  and  from  ‘ geneat-land/ 
so  as  the  plough  traverses  it.”* 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Bev.  A.  B.  Wrey,  the  vicar  of 
St.  Marychurch,  I have  been  able  to  compare  this  old  map 
with  the  great  tithe  map,  in  which  every  field  is  marked  as  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act  in  1838, 
and  to  verify  from  the  tithe  book  the  holdings  of  Jacob 
Bartlett.  I give  the  numbers  of  the  various  fields  in  the 
possession  or  occupation  at  that  time  of  various  members  of 
the  Bartlett  family,  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  in  all ; and  when  they  are  arranged  in  groups,  so  as  to 
look  at  them  as  one  property,  they  will  be  found  to  consist  of 
seventy-four  groups  of  from  one  to  eight  fields,  but  forty- 
four  are  single  fields,  and  in  twenty  instances  the  holdings 
are  only  separated  by  a single  field  belonging  to  someone 
else.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  the  strips  of  land 
represented  in  the  portion  of  the  old  map,  numbered  96,  97, 
98,  99,  and  marked  “ Gessans ” This  is  now  called  Furrow 
Cross,  probably  from  the  path  across  the  furrows.  Part  of  it 
is  still  known  as  Guestlands.  The  fields  called  Guestlands 
are  six  in  number,  and  are  marked  1328,  1399,  1400,  1410, 
1412,  1414  in  the  tithe  book,  corresponding  to  109,  108, 
100,  and  three  fields  of  Jacob  Bartlett  and  William  Fox,  in 
the  old  map.  No  one  seems  to  know  the  meaning  of  the 
name  Guestlands , or  Geests-land , as  it  is  sometimes  called. 
May  I suggest  that  we  probably  have  here  a relic  of  “ Gesettes- 
land ,”  the  appellation  by  which  the  Saxons  distinguished  the 
land  held  in  villenage  by  the  villeins,  whom  they  called 
“ Geneats,”  from  the  “ in-land  ” or  demesne  of  the  lord,  whom 
they  called  “ hlaford ,”  or  thane.  Thus  in  a charter  of  King 
Edwy,  of  956,  in  which  he  grants  the  manor  of  Tidenham  to 
the  Abbey  of  Bath,  and  in  which  it  is  stated  that  “at 
Dyddanhamme  are  xxx.  hides  ix.  of  inland  and  xxi.  of 
gesettes-land”  \ 

One  of  the  strips  in  the  old  map  is  marked  “Gessans,” 
but  this  is  not  the  name  recognized  in  the  place.  The 
Bartlett  family  seem  to  have  owned  the  greater  part  of  St. 
Marychurch,  and  were  the  only  wealthy  people  in  the  parish. 
During  the  French  war,  when  corn  was  scarce,  old  Jacob 
Bartlett  used  to  sell  wheat  at  a reasonable  rate  to  the  poor, 
many  of  whom  were  thus  preserved  from  starvation.  Mr. 
Barnes  says,  “I  find  in  the  Cary  records  of  jury  and  homage, 
at  the  manor  courts,  that  John  Bartlett  held  land  here 
in  1475.”  + 

* Thorpe,  pp.  146,  111.  f Seebohm,  p.  150.  f Lecture  I.  p.  6. 
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In  1520  the  abbot  of  Torre  granted  to  Thomas  Worcester, 
John  Bartlett,  sen.,  William  Colcott,  Roger  Bartlett,  jun.,  and 
others,  the  land  on  which  the  church  of  Tor  Mohun  now 
stands,  “for  the  use,  work,  and  benefit  of  a parochial 
church.”* 

Another  set  of  strips  of  land,  similarly  divided  by  turf- 
balks,  may  be  seen  in  the  old  map  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  to  the  field,  No.  90  (now  occupied  by  All  Saints’  Church, 
Babbacombe),  two  of  them  being  held  by  Ann  Conguin  and 
Gregory  Howard.  These  strips  are  still  divided  in  the  same 
way,  and  these  divisions  are  called  by  the  people  “ Land- 
scores .”  And  this  particular  spot  is  called  by  the  same 

name,  so  that  anyone  who  holds  a bit  of  land  here  is  said  to 
have  a holding  on  “land-scores.”  Other  examples  of  these 
“land-scores”  may  be  seen  in  fields  45-48,  50-56,  135,  227, 
and  247.  At  Paignton,  the  owner  of  a field  has  the  right  of 
entering  his  neighbour’s  field  on  one  side  of  him  within 
ten  feet  of  the  hedge,  and  this  seems  to  be  a survival  of  the 
time  when  he  had  a “ land-score  ” along  the  side  of  the  field.f 

* Oliver,  Observations , &c.,  p.  205. 

f Holdings  of  the  Bartlett  Family  in  1838,  according  to  the  Tithe  Map. — 
The  following  fields,  as  numbered  in  the  tithe  map,  were  in  the  possession  or 
occupation  of  the  Bartlett  family  when  that  map  was  made  in  1838.  I have 
compared  them  with  the  fields,  as  marked  in  the  old  map  of  Mr.  Cary’s 
manor,  and  find  that — 

Nos.  5,  11,  19,  32,  33,  36,  42,  59,  61,  75,  120,  121,  122,  138,  170,  187,  189, 
195,  197,  201,  214,  223,  224,  225,  266,  284,  286,  289,  361,  386,  390,  579,  581, 
718,  719,  721,  722,  723,  724,  725,  726,  729,  are  all  in  the  manor  of  Combe- 
Paff'ord,  or  else  in  Kingskerswell. 

Nos.  1212,  1214,  1215,  1216,  1217,  1219,  1220,  1221,  1222,  1224,  1225, 
1226,  1227,  1228,  1229,  1230,  1231,  1235,  1236,  1237,  1238,  are  now  occupied 
by  the  Daison,  its  garden,  grounds,  and  the  adjoining  house  and  garden 
of  Westhill.  This  property  was  allotted  to  Mr.  Bartlett  at  the  time  of  the 
commons  enclosure,  and  sold  by  him  to  Mr.  Potts,  the  father  of  the  late 
Mr.  Potts-Chatto.  The  “tythe  barn,”  noted  in  the  old  map,  is  marked 
No.  1211  in  the  tithe  map. 

Nos.  1370,  1371,  1372,  1373,  1374,  are  now  occupied  by  Westhill  Cottage 
and  its  garden,  marked  154  in  the  old  map. 

No.  577  corresponds  with  228  in  the  old  map  ; No.  702  with  238,  on  the 
border  of  the  parish  of  Kingskerswell ; and  699  with  the  large  field,  marked 
“J.  Bartlett.” 

Mr.  Bartlett  seems  to  have  acquired  the  two  fields  near  his  holding  on 
Yeadens  Common,  marked  222,  223,  and  also  the  two  fields  in  the  old 
map  belonging  to  John  Barter,  adjacent  to  a small  field  of  his  next  to  225. 
These  latter  are  numbered,  in  the  tithe  map,  709,  710,  711,  713,  714  ; while 
those  on  Yeadens  Common  are  1029,  1030,  1031. 

Nos.  1034,  1036,  1040,  are  marked  239,  and  the  fields  towards  Shiphay,  of 
which  several  additional  ones  had  by  this  time  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Bartletts. 

Nos.  1240,  1241,  1245,  are  the  fields  at  the  top  of  Westhill,  together  with 
the  field  of  John  Flood,  the  two  others  being  212,  213. 

No.  580  is  a little  bit  of  ground  in  the  Teignmouth  road,  through  the 
gate  at  the  end  of  field  221.  1263,  1264,  1265,  is  now  occupied  by  Short’s 
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Besides  the  villani , there  were  four  lordarii  on  the  manor 
of  Bishop  Osbern.  These  were  apparently  of  the  same 
class  as  the  cotarii,  cotsez,  cotsetles,  or  cottiers,  and  derived 
their  name  from  the  Saxon  lord,  a cottage.  These  composed 
32  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  England,  and  28  per  cent, 
of  the  population  of  Devonshire.  They  were  a lower  class 
of  villeins,  holding  from  one  to  ten  acres  of  land,  generally 
about  five  acres,  but  their  principal  holding  was  their  cottage 
and  garden. 

Both  the  villeins  and  bordars  were  what  were  called 
villeins  regardants ; that  is,  they  were  serfs  attached  to  the 
soil.  They  could  not  indeed  be  removed  from  the  property, 
but  were  bought  and  sold  as  so  much  live-stock  upon  it; 
they  had  certain  rights  by  custom  to  which  they  could 

Farm ; and  1376,  1377,  opposite  Westhill,  appears  to  have  been  waste 
land  one  hundred  years  ago.  Mr.  Bartlett  had  acquired  the  field  of  John 
Janes,  situated  near  his  own  T-shaped  holding  towards  Plain  moor.  These 
are  numbered  1379,  1385,  1387.  1395  is  the  little  strip  marked  119,  and 

1397  is  the  field  between  105  and  107,  along  the  lane  at  the  top  of  the 
“ Guestlands.”  Jacob  Bartlett  seems  to  have  exchanged  his  little  strips 
of  Guestlands  for  more  conveniently-situated  land,  for  the  only  field  there 
which  was  in  the  family  in  1838  was  the  largest  strip,  already  hedged  round 
in  the  old  map.  He  also  must  have  got  rid  of  some  small  strips  of  land 
marked  as  his  in  the  old  map  on  the  other  side  of  the  Warberry  Lane,  while 
he  retained  the  large  fields  there  marked  with  his  name,  and  numbered  1431, 
1436.  1441,  the  field  in  which  All  Saints’  Church,  Babbacombe,  now 

stands,  is  marked  90  in  the  old  map.  Nos.  1443,  1482,  comprise  part  of  71, 
a blank  piece,  and  the  holding  of  Elizabeth  Burring,  thrown  into  two  fields. 
1490  is  the  field  marked  as  J.  Bartlett’s,  and  he  afterwards  acquired  88,  and 
John  Janes’  holding  there,  numbered  1489,  1488,  on  the  tithe  map.  1495  is 
the  holding  of  J.  Bartlett’s  between  129  and  130,  and  1498  and  1501,  are  his 
two  fields  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  same  Warberry  Lane,  on  either  side 
of  Samuel  Rendell’s  field.  No.  1504  is  field  80,  and  155  is  made  up  of 
78  and  65.  Nos.  1511,  1512,  together  form  the  field  63.  1534,  1535,  are  the 
last  two  fields  on  the  left  of  the  Warberry  Lane,  one  of  which  is  marked  85, 
and  the  other  with  J.  Bartlett’s  name  ; while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lane 
is  another  of  his  fields,  numbered  in  the  tithe  map  as  1539. 

Nos.  1268,  1269,  designate  the  little  strip  of  land  opposite  the  Presbytery  ; 
while  1280,  1281,  are  now  occupied  by  the  post  office,  and  the  public-house  on 
the  opposite  corner  of  Priory  Road. 

These  are  all  the  holdings  of  the  Bartlett  family  in  1838.  The  comparison 
of  them  with  the  Bartlett  holdings  in  the  old  map  shows  that  the  Bartletts, 
in  the  interval  between  1780  and  1838,  had  got  rid  of  their  small  strips 
of  land,  and  had  enlarged  their  property  in  every  direction.  This  seems 
to  indicate  that  these  strips  of  land,  or  “land-scores,”  were  found  in- 
convenient. They  must  have  come  down  from  a period  when  they  were 
not  so,  and  that  period  was  the  period  of  co-operative  tillage  practised  by  the 
villeins  in  the  fourteenth  century. 

Since  writing  my  paper,  I have  had  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  Seebohm 
about  the  name  “ Guestlands .”  He  is  inclined  to  regard  the  name  as  a 
survival  of  “ Givestva- lands,”  or  lands  held  by  the  bordars,  or  lesser  kind  of 
serfs,  who  had  to  provide  “ gwestva”  or  food  for  the  chief’s  table.  If  this 
view  is  tenable,  it  would  mark  a Welsh  or  British  name  still  extant  in 
St.  Mary  church. 
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appeal,  and  they  held  their  land  by  copy  of  the  manor-roll, 
which  afterwards  became  legalized  under  the  name  of  Copy- 
hold.  Still,  they  were  real  serfs.*  They  could  not  give  their 
daughters  in  marriage  without  the  licence  of  the  lord,  and 
they  had  to  pay  him  a fine  if  their  daughters  misconducted 
themselves.  They  could  not  sell  their  oxen  or  farm  utensils 
without  the  lord’s  permission.  They  were  bound  to  take  their 
corn  to  be  ground  at  the  lord’s  mill,  and  do  service  at  his  court. 
If  they  left  the  land  without  their  lord’s  licence  they  were  liable 
to  be  pursued,  brought  back  and  punished.  On  the  death  of 
a villein  the  land  reverted  to  the  lord,  but  was  invariably 
re-granted  to  some  member  of  his  family,  on  payment  of  a 
heriot  or  fixed  fine.  But  the  most  important  part  of  a 
villein’s  duty  was  his  tribute  and  his  personal  services  to 
his  lord.  These  were  regulated  by  custom,  and  may  be 
gathered  from  the  Reditudines  Singularum  Personarum , a 
Saxon  document  of  the  tenth  century,  translated  by  Mr. 
Thorpe,  f We  learn  that  the 

Cottiers ’ services  “ are  what  on  the  land  is  fixed.  On  some  he 
shall  each  Monday  in  the  year  work  for  his  lord,  and  three  days  a 
week  in  harvest.  He  ought  not  to  pay  land-gafol  (i.e.  money 
tribute).  He  ought  to  have  five  acres  in  his  holding,  more  if  it  be 
the  custom  on  the  land,  and  too  little  it  is  if  it  be  less : because 
his  work  is  often  required.  He  pays  hearth-penny  (for  his  cottage) 
on  Holy  Thursday,  as  pertains  to  every  freeman ; and  defends  his 
lord’s  inland  (or  demesne),  if  he  is  required,  from  seaward  and 
from  king’s  deer-liedge , and  from  such  things  as  befit  his  degree. 
And  he  pays  his  kirkshot  at  Martinmas.” 

The  Villein,  or  Gebur,  as  he  was  called  by  the  Saxons,  had 
his 

“ Gebur' 's  services.  The  Gebur’s  services  are  various;  in  some  places 
heavy,  im  others  moderate.  On  some  land  he  must  work  at  week- 
work,  two  days  at  such  work  as  he  is  required  through  the  year 
every  week,  and  at  harvest  three  days  for  week-work,  and  from 
Candlemas  to  Easter  three.  If  he  do  carrying  he  has  not  to  work 
while  his  horse  is  out.  He  shall  pay  on  Michaelmas  Day  x.  gafol- 
pence,  and  on  Martinmas  Day  xxiii.  sesters  of  barley  and  two 
hens ; at  Easter  a young  sheep  or  two  pence ; and  he  shall  lie 
from  Martinmas  to  Easter  at  his  lord’s  fold  as  often  as  he  is  told. 
And  from  the  time  that  they  first  plough  to  Martinmas  he  shall 
each  week  plough  one  acre,  and  prepare  himself  the  seed  in  his 
lord’s  barn.  Also  iii.  acres  bene-work,  and  ii.  to  grassyrth.  If  he 

* This  statement  was  warmly  contested  at  the  meeting,  but  Blackstone  is 
very  clear  on  the  point.  ( Commentaries , hook  ii.  chap,  vi.) 

f Ancient  Laws , &e.,  p.  185-6,  fol.  ed. 
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needs  more  grass  then  he  ploughs  for  it  as  he  is  allowed.  For  his 
gafol-yrtli  he  ploughs  iii.  acres,  and  sows  it  from  his  own  barn. 
And  he  pays  his  hearth-penny.  Two  and  two  feed  one  hound, 
and  each  gebur  gives  vi.  loaves  to  the  swineherd  when  he  drives 
his  herd  to  mast.  On  that  land  where  this  custom  holds  it 
pertains  to  the  gebur  that  he  shall  have  given  to  him  for  his 
outfit  ii.  oxen  and  i.  cow  and  vi.  sheep,  and  vii.  acres  sown  on  his 
yard-land.  Wherefore  after  that  year  he  must  perform  all  services 
which  pertain  to  him.  And  he  must  have  given  to  him  tools  for 
his  work,  and  utensils  for  his  house.  Then  when  he  dies  his  lord 
takes  back  what  he  leaves. 

“ This  land-law  holds  on  some  lands,  but  here  and  there,  as  I have 
said,  it  is  heavier  or  lighter,  for  all  land-services  are  not  alike.  On 
some  land  the  gebur  shall  pay  lioney-gafol , on  some  meat-ga/ol,  on 
some  ale-gafol.  Let  him  who  is  over  the  district  take  care  that  he 
knows  what  the  old  land  customs  are,  and  what  are  the  customs  of 
the  people.” 

We  see  now  how  the  two  virgates  retained  in  demesne  by- 
Bishop  Osbern  were  tilled.  The  four  villeins  and  four 
bordars  worked  so  many  days  a week  for  the  bishop  as  the 
custom  of  the  manor  had  settled,  and  they  received  their 
holdings  and  team  of  oxen  for  their  own  maintenance.  In 
course  of  time  these  services  came  to  be  regarded  in  the  light 
of  rent  for  their  holdings,  and  in  Edward  I/s  time  they  were 
compounded  for  by  a definite  scale  of  money  payments.  It 
is  interesting  to  notice  what  the  money  equivalents  were,  as 
given  in  the  Hundred  Bolls  for  Oxfordshire  about  the  year 
1279. 

A day’s  work  between  Michaelmas  and  June  24th  d. 

is  valued  at  . . i 

A day’s  work  between  June  24th  and  August  1st  . 1 

A day’s  work  between  August  1st  and  Michaelmas  . 1^ 

The  ploughing  and  harrowing  of  an  acre  is  valued  at  6 
One  day’s  work  at  washing  and  shearing  sheep  is 

valued  at  . . . £ 

Three  days’  mowing  is  valued  at  . 6 

One  day’s  hoeing,  or  one  day’s  nutting,  is  valued  at . % 

The  whole  services  of  the  villein  holding  a virgate  of  land 
are  valued  at  9s.  7d.,  besides  the  tallage  at  the  lord’s  will. 

It  must  have  seemed  quite  natural  for  the  peasants  of  St. 
Marychurch  to  hear  the  gospel  for  Septuagesima  Sunday,  in 
which  the  labourers  were  hired  at  a penny  a day,  and  it 
would  not  have  been  necessary  to  explain  to  them  the  value 
of  the  Boman  dznarms. 

The  services  of  the  cottier  or  bordar  were  not  compounded 
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for.  He  was,  even  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  expected  to 
work  them  out ; and  part  of  those  services  in  Oxfordshire 
were  “ to  wash  and  shear  sheep,  receiving  a loaf  and  a half, 
and  being  partaker  of  the  cheese  with  the  servi,  and  to  hoe. 
In  the  autumn  to  work  and  receive  like  as  each  servus  works 
and  receives  for  the  whole  week.”  Here  we  come  upon  the 
mention  of  a class  of  labourer  of  a lower  grade  than  the 
cottier — the  “ servus ” or  “theow,”  as  the  Saxons  called  him — 
because  while  his  soul  was  his  own  as  a man  and  a Christian, 
his  thews  or  muscles  were  his  lord’s.  Richard  Fitz  Torolf 
had  three  slaves  on  his  manor  of  St.  Mary  church,  and 
William  Porter  had  two  at  Ilsham.  These  were  employed 
on  the  land,  and  formed  eighteen  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  Devonshire,  and  nine  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of 
the  country.  They  were  called  “villeins  en  gross”  by  the 
Norman  lawyers,  and  were  absolutely  at  the  disposal  of  their 
masters,  only  subject  to  such  laws  as  the  Church  enacted  to 
influence  his  conscience.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Seebohm  are 
well  worthy  of  attention  on  this  point : 

“ On  the  estates  of  the  Church  in  the  early  years  of  the  seventh 
century  the  humanising  power  of  Christian  feeling  had  silently 
raised  the  status  of  the  slave.  It  had  dignified  labour,  and  given 
to  him  a property  in  his  labour,  securing  to  him  not  only  one  day 
in  seven  for  rest  to  his  weary  and  heavy-laden  limbs,  but  also 
three  days  in  the  week  wherein  his  labour  was  his  own.  From 
slavery  he  had  risen  into  serfdom.  And  this  serfdom  of  the 
quondam  slave  had  become  in  the  eyes  of  the  still  more  weary 
and  heavy-laden  free  labourers  on  their  own  land,  so  light  a burden 
compared  with  their  own — such  was  the  lawless  oppression  of  the 
age — that  they  went  to  the  Church  and  took  upon  them  willingly 
the  yoke  of  her  serfdom,  in  order  that  they  might  find  rest  under 
her  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  protection.”  (p.  328.) 

Bishop  Osbern  in  his  extensive  manor  of  Paignton  had 
“ fifty-two  villeins,  and  forty  bordars,  and  thirty-six  slaves,” 
and  we  may  gather  the  condition  of  these  slaves  from  a 
dialogue  which  Mr.  Seebohm  translates  from  a Saxon  MS. 
of  the  tenth  century,  in  the  British  Museum  : 

What  sayest  thou,  ploughman  ? How  dost  thou  do  thy  work  V 

“ i Oh,  my  lord,  hard  do  I work  ! I go  out  at  daybreak,  driving 
the  oxen  to  field,  and  I yoke  them  to  the  plough.  Nor  is  it 
ever  so  hard  winter  that  I dare  loiter  at  home,  for  fear  of  my  lord; 
but  the  oxen  yoked,  and  the  ploughshare  and  coulter  fastened  to 
the  plough,  every  day  must  I plough  a full  acre,  or  more.’ 

“‘Hast  thou  any  comrade V 
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“‘I  have  a boy  driving  the  oxen  with  an  iron  goad,  who  also  is 
hoarse  with  shouting.’ 

What  more  dost  thou  do  in  the  day  V 

Verily,  then  I do  more.  I must  till  the  bin  of  the  oxen  with 
hay,  and  water  them,  and  carry  out  the  dung.  Ha ! ha ! hard 
work  it  is,  hard  work  it  is;  because  I am  not  free.’”  (p.  166.) 

Still,  even  the  hard  lot  of  the  slave  was  relieved  by  the 
beneficent  action  of  Christianity,  not  only  in  reminding  him- 
self and  his  master  that  they  were  both  fellow-servants  of 
Christ,  but  by  positive  enactments  'of  the  great  councils,  in 
which  the  bishops  and  abbots  took  the  leading  part.  Thus, 
at  the  end  of  the  seventh  century,  when  this  part  of  Devon- 
shire had  probably  come  under  the  dominion  of  the  West 
Saxons,  the  laws  of  King  Ine  enacted : 

“If  a theowman  work  on  a Sunday  by  his  lord’s  command,  let 
him  be  free ; and  let  his  lord  pay  XXX.  shillings  as  wite”  * 

Mr.  Barnes  is  not  quite  correct  in  saying  that  “ the  only 
means  of  emancipation  were:  (1)  Either  by  taking  Holy 
Orders;  or  else  (2)  By  becoming  a soldier.”  Undoubtedly 
these  were  two  ways  of  obtaining  freedom ; but  the  numerous 
manumissions  inscribed  on  the  Bodmin  Gospels,  extending 
from  A.D.  941  to  1043,  granted  at  the  altar  of  St.  Petroc, 
show  that  freedom  could  be  purchased  for  a moderate  sum, 
and  was  often  granted  with  the  intention  of  benefiting  the 
soul  of  the  manumittor,  or  of  some  other  person  living  or  dead. 
How  many  similar  records  may  not  have  been  written  on  the 
ancient  missals  and  gospel  books  that  for  centuries  were 
preserved  in  St.  Marychurch  ! 

The  serfs  on  the  property  of  the  Church  were  apparently 
always  better  off  than  those  under  temporal  lords,  and  their 
condition  continued  to  improve  by  comparison  with  what  it 
once  had  been,  although  the  remaining  fetters  of  servitude 
were  felt  more  galling  as  the  sense  of  liberty  became  more 
clearly  realized.  The  demands  of  the  rebels  under  Wat 
Tyler  show  this.  Eroissart  tells  us  of  one  of  the  leaders — 

“A  crazy  priest  in  the  county  of  Kent,  called  John  Ball,  every 
Sunday  after  Mass  used  to  assemble  a crowd  around  him  in  the 
market-place,  and  preach  to  them  and  say  : My  good  friends, 
matters  cannot  go  well  in  England  until  all  things  shall  be  in 
common ; when  there  shall  be  neither  vassals  nor  lords ; when  the 
lords  shall  be  no  more  masters  than  ourselves.  How  ill  they 
behave  to  us ! for  what  reason  do  they  thus  hold  us  in  bondage  ? 
Are  not  we  all  sprung  from  the  same  parents,  Adam  and  Eve  ? 

* Laws  of  King  Lie,  3.  Thoepe,  op.  cit.  vol.  i.  p.  105.  8vo. 
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When  Adame  dalve,  and  Eave  span, 

Who  was  then  the  gentleman  ? 

They  are  clothed  in  velvet  and  rich  stuffs,  ornamented  with  ermine 
and  other  furs,  while  we  are  forced  to  wear  poor  clothing.  They 
have  wines,  spices,  and  fine  bread,  while  we  have  only  rye  and  the 
refuse  of  the  straw ; and  when  we  drink,  it  must  be  water.  They 
have  handsome  seats  and  manors,  while  we  brave  the  wind  and 
rain  in  our  labours  in  the  field ; and  it  is  by  our  labour  that  they 
have  wherewith  to  support  their  pomp.  We  are  called  slaves,  and 
if  we  do  not  perform  our  -service  we  are  beaten,  and  we  have  no 
sovereign  to  whom  we  can  complain  or  who  would  be  willing  to 
hear  us.”* 

The  Rebellion  excited  by  such  inflammatory  speeches  as 
these  took  place  in  1381.  We  do  not  read  of  any  rising  in 
Devonshire;  but  in  1369  the  celebrated  Bishop  Grandisson 
emancipated  all  his  serfs  in  Ottery  St.  Mary,  granting  them 
full  power  to  marry  their  daughters  in  or  out  of  the  manor 
as  they  pleased,  and  accepting  a yearly  rent  of  2s.  6d.  from 
each  occupier  of  a furlong  of  land  in  lieu  of  all  service, 
winter  or  summer,  ploughing  or  reaping.  He  only  reserved 
the  heriots  and  his  rights  in  the  manor  mill.f 

It  is  hardly  probable  that  the  other  manors  of  the  diocese 
would  be  excluded  from  a similar  emancipation,  and  we  may 
believe  that  from  1369  serfdom  came  to  an  end  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Marychurch. 

Dr.  Oliver  places  the  building  of  the  old  church,  which 
many  of  us  well  remember,  in  the  reign  of  Bichard  II.  It 
would  be  interesting  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  serfs  of 
St.  Marychurch  rebuilt  their  parish  church  in  thanksgiving 
for  their  emancipation. 

NOTE  ON  THE  OLD  MAP  OF  THE  CARY  MANOR  OF 
ST.  MARYCHURCH. 

The  accompanying  copy  of  the  map  of  Mr.  Cary’s  manor 
of  St.  Marychurch  has  been  reduced  one  half  in  order  to 
bring  it  within  a convenient  size  for  the  Transactions.  This 
reduction  has  necessitated  the  omission  of  the  wavy  lines 
which  mark  the  hedges  in  the  original.  As  the  distinction 
between  the  hedges  and  the  turf-balks  is  important  for  the 
object  of  the  paper,  the  hedges  have  been  indicated  by  plain 
lines,  while  the  balks  are  shown  by  alternate  lines  and  dots, 


thus , the  footpaths  being  marked  by  dotted 

lines  parallel  to  each  other. 


* Chronicles,  chap.  x.  t Oliver,  Lives,  p.  87. 
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John  Janes,  whose  name  may  be  noticed  on  several  fields, 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  George  Short  of  Westhill, 
and  Ann  Congnin  was  the  sister  of  Jacob  Bartlett.  Jacob 
Bartlett  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  Bev.  James 
Salter,  vicar  of  St.  Marychurch,  and  her  property  considerably 
augmented  the  Bartlett  estate. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  no  direct  road  to  Torquay 
in  this  map. 

A lady  who  has  known  St.  Marychurch  for  the  last  fifty 
years  writes : “ I knew  old  Mr.  William  Bartlett  of  Ilsham. 

. . . He  remembered  St.  Marychurch  before  any  of  the 
turnpike  roads  were  made ; when  the  only  road  to  Newton 
was  over  Milber  Down,  and  to  Torre  by  a road  which  used  to 
wind  down  from  behind  Mr.  Mills’  house  [the  road  past 
the  church  on  the  border  of  the  manor  of  Comb-Pafford]. 
The  road  over  Furzewell  Hill  was  only  being  cut  when  I first 
remember  the  place  in  1837.  Mr.  Bartlett  used  to  describe 
the  country-life  of  his  boyish  days  as  very  primitive ; all 
goods  carried  on  the  backs  of  pack-horses,  the  roads  not 
admitting  of  waggons.  No  such  things  as  banks  were  in 
use ; his  father  used  to  keep  his  money  in  a chest  in  a loft, 
approached  only  by  a ladder,  which  was  removable.  . . . 
Mr.  Coleridge  used  to  say  that  a church  at  St.  Marychurch 
was  burned  by  the  Danes.  In  the  churchyard,  when  I first 
remember  it,  was  the  foundation  of  the  churchyard  cross, 
overgrown,  and  forming  quite  a considerable  elevation.  It 
was  levelled,  I think,  before  the  time  when  the  churchyard 
was  enlarged.  The  present  vicarage  is  of  course  quite  recent. 
The  old  vicarage  is  still  standing  in  the  old  road,  a pretty 
picturesque  house,  as  in  my  early  days  all  the  cottages  down 
that  road  were  thatched  and  covered  with  roses.  The  road 
in  which  Mr.  Mills’  house  stands  was  recent  when  we  came 
to  the  parish.” 

This  letter  shows  how  comparatively  modern  are  the 
changes  that  have  been  made  since  this  map  was  drawn. 
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Hugh  de  Courtenay,  second  Earl  of  Devonshire  and=j=Margaret  de  Bohun,  second  and  youngest 
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'ied  5 March  1425.  lnquisitio  post  mortem  3 Henry  VI.,  P.C.C.  (Godyn,  30.)  Third 


Sir  Hugh  Courtenay  of  Boconnoc.=pMargaret, elder  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Thomas  Carminowe 
Heir  to  his  mother.  Aged  40  at  of  Carminowe,  co.  Cornwall,  Esq.,  by  Jane  his  wife, 
her  death,  and  named  in  her  will.  Aged  20  at  date  of  Inquisition  taken  at  death  of  her  father 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Cornwall  21  Henry  VI.,  No.  46  (1442-3),  and  therein  stated  to  be  the 
25  and  28  Henry  VI.  Killed  at  wife  of  Hugh  Courtenay,  son  of  Sir  Hugh  Courtenay  of 
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1656.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  two  other  daughters  besides  Katherine.  Both  were  buried  at  Stoke  Clims- 
land.  The  name  of  “ Mr  John  Fathers  of  Stoke  Climsland  ” is  included  in  the  “ List  of  all  the  Nonconformists 
in  England  that  were  ejected  by  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  24th  of  August  1662.”  (MS.  Rawlinson,  D 144, 
fol.  8,  Bodleian.)  And  the  same  is  stated  in  “ The  Nonconformist’s  Manual,”  by  Edward  Calamy,  1775,  vol.  i., 


p.  290,  where  it  is  mentioned  that  Mr.  Fathers  “appears  to  have  been  a person  of  great  worth.  He  takes 
notice  in  the  preface  to  one  of  his  books,  that,  had  not  the  unhappy  plunder  of  those  times  snatched  from  him 
[the  fruit  of]  20  years’  labour,  he  might  have  left  something  to  posterity.”  Searches  amongst  the  various 
documents  relative  to  church  matters  during  the  Commonwealth,  made  at  Lambeth  Palace,  Zion  College,  the 
Record  Office,  and  the  British  Museum  have,  however,  failed  to  discover  the  entry  of  any  actual  appointment 
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William  Bartlett,  Highfield  House,  Knotty  Ash,  Liverpool. 
March  1899. 
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•PcDtgra  of  tlir  jfamtlp  of  iBarrlctr  of  #larl6on,  to.  Briion. 


33.  SHEWING-  THE  DESCENT  FROM  THOMAS  BARTLETT  OF 


[PHILLIPS] 


entry  os  of  Compton  Pool,  but  not  or  wife  of  Tliomas  Bartlett.  1st  wife.  j A. 

j [For  tone  by  this  marriage  see  Sheet  a.] 
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Mary  Salter  Bartlett,  bapt.=James  Northcott  (widower).  Florence  Andrews  Bart-=f=Rev.  Henry  Joseph  Bowden  (Clerk),  B.A. 
12  Oct.  1797.  Mar.  22  Oct.  Died  8 May  1873,  aged  82.  lett,  born  19  June  1800.  Queen’s  Coll.,  Cambridge,  1827.  Curate  in 
1845.  Died  20  March  1866.  Bur.  at  Norwood  Cemetery.  Mar.  18  Dec.  1834.  Died  charge  of  Great  Dalby,co.  Leicester,  1864-75. 
Bur.  at  Battle,  co.  Sussex.  No  issue  by  second  marriage.  7 Dec.  1879.  Bur.at  Cleve-  Incumbent  of  Slapton,co.  Devon.  Died8Feb. 

don,  co.  Somerset.  1877.  Bur.  at  Sidmouth,  co.  Devon. 


d o 

u OS 
O CO 

§.s 

o P 


■PCO  ® 
<UCO-P 
VI  CO  M 


d bo 
co  d 

TS 
» • 

© ® 0 
d « +j 

<1  .d 

s > g 


m 


£ > 
o o 

d~<N  • 
<0  r-i  g 

Wfl  " 

d co  53 
<u  -h 

d 

-S  d • 


s s a 
^ s© 

d S “ 

r§0f.2 
I-  0) 

B©6 

ado 
o 3 

Cu  *0  ^ 

s:  rd  2 
i>n 

fro” 

d • cs 
O)  o © 

e8  '"I  -g 
a > ® 
-§£  a 
,a  ^ 3 

H 00  PQ 


•g  o*  S 

c3  « o 
rd  ^ 

I d^ 

P‘3  _2  p 


^P^ 

d fan 
<N  O . 

a" -fa  § 

co  d 

SWfi 

t— 

s g 

c3  1-3 
CO  4J  ^ 

03  <D 

.253  d 

Shh 
G d O 

PPQPQ 


2© 
" os 
_GO 
d 1-1 
0 b0 
a)  .fa 
A > 

.Hi 

o 

o . 

00 
_r«D 
'aj  CO 

r§  P 
o3  O 

cD  o 


2 § 
bppd 
d co 


w 5 

08  co  ^ 
'O  bp 

_ ‘3 

'p  Ah  02 
<dS 

S-3  o 


0Q 

oJ  O 

fa  8 too. 

I «r°§ 


bo 


o bD 
P d 

jyp 

-4P 

• 

03  r— H 
rn  i>. 
^ co 
fl  rH 

- Ss  Ji* 
s d 

cc  1-3 


0 os 
^ CO 


S.fc 

£*  . 
- d o 
a>  CD 
HH  CO 


lb 


c3  53  ce  .£ 
SO  £P 


-fa  © co  ■ 
o5  -h  co 
pd  co  co 
+s 

M 

d rt 

PQ  .do 
w®  fa 

1:5 

d d-c 

O O •■r1 

►“3  PQ  A 


03 


ts  £2 

<0  p 
fa  E~ 

d a)  o 

ao  8 


42  ben 

^.S  > 

4J-|  © 

8 o« 
2^  6 
® § ® 


^ 00 
-a  O 
eS  fa 
d 

pd 


c3 


co  a) 


_ O fa 

.2  Scb 

GJ  P^ 

cip  O 

O s 


CO  pd  1—1 

oj  be  be 

. d d 
H O -V 


^ H V S 
<1  O C S rO  h-3 


Ih 


a d 

i.g>d 

G c3  O 
— P P t> 


8 d co 

Ph  CO  . 

,-T  C 00  o 
sang 

! CO 


«H  Pi:  -M  -d 

ofinb 


c3  P 

"2 

CO 

P ^»o 

Cj  Kffl 
CCg  QO 

5,3 


a-B 


>—1  CO 

CJ  . 
te:  t^O 

S^s 

j:.s 
g a > 

PpBp 


a> 

-H 

fa  CO 

W co 

o'-1. 

ce  g co 

P >-3  --i 

bp 

i is 


"S  c4 

C3  1^. 

P3  00 
w ^ • 

cS  g co 
2 ^ ^ 
^ 00  be 


fl  d 
-.d  - 


"H  h ^ 


<0 


S c3  ^ 

ffiH® 

B co  71 

e3  <M  bo 

-a  el 

O -fa 
P p 


Is 

-p  rH 

s . 
«u  . 

C3  QO 

^ 05  -H 

^ n be 

111 


CO  . 

tN 
c3  CO 

pq  r.  _ 

^do 

.^pg 

<0  a 

£> 

OpQP 


bo 


0 P 
"C  o 
3 


O dg 

pd  <!  co 

h>  1— 1 

Q3  <M 


I a*g 

SpdP 


e3 

(O  co 

0 CO 

d -h  . 

<0  . o 
a os 
O o co 

P 0 71 

<u  os  bp 
O G .d 
- c3  £ > 
fa  o-S 
OpQP 


PQ 


-H  a- a 

o g > 

<u  o -fa 
P P P 


<u  . 
P o 

fa  OS 

d 00 

PQ  ^ 


"d  >; 

^P 


c3 

PQ 

<0 

t»  co 
d —1 
~ bo 
d 

<p 


Q 


8 


P co 

<D 

.2  a o 
p 

-a  |S 


«-.*£• 
•'K.  *>• 

ii  oo  2 

<D  .-I  rH 

^ a*  a 
a a ®8 

pQ  >-5  ^ 
o GO 
'to  d 'D 

“ G ® 
<u  o CS 


— *3  ci 

■3s2 

a _ a 
.cgr 
p o-~ 

<3£p 


CO 

4fg 

(D  »-• 

% 

(ggS 

'•p  6’g 

>->  O T? 

co  as  P 


o ® 


CQ  00  _ „ 

. — i fcao 

ba-  a 

§ g .► 


, f-8.^  03 

t -£^2 

a fO 

Wm  M 

fl  a -9 
a sz  > 
o o -a 
H A=  P 


4^t3  t3  a 

1.2  9 § 

2 Q 3 > 

-«  I— I O) 

S 

Wo  s 6 

*>£M  « 
•a  -h  to 

'g  >S2 

fS^2!* 

■g  5*  o® 

53  ’-'  o>  -g 

3 . Q "3 

- a M * 

,5  ^ fn 

^ on  a 


10  cd 
^ co 

a qo 


3 p-o 

3 <L>  C5 
->  CO  00 

iSg) 

= el 

£ JaP 


og 

OJ  oo 

p -I 

N.  be 

el 

,§3 


SM 

J3l 


. a<No 

h OOJCO 

Sfe£2' 


o o»fl 


p J 


JS 


a 4) 

jh  o ^ I 

•S  Oion 
<£  ~<M  CO 

A3  a?  ^ aO 
O 08  g ® 


JH 

o 2? 


IjjTSoojggP.Sl 


P O <M 
% |.1o6 

CQ  cq  w o5 

w M p 


<U  . 

- a &co 
a a t- 

brQn 


S!  >> 
a 


a aj 

N.  O 
A=  CO 


« *«  th  -* 


. a 


C f^oi 

O 


>g 

^cgOO 

'8.§--|f  ■§;? 

r-P  O rw  m ft  . 

•— * >-✓  co  ^ bn  ^ f™^ 
32  ^.SOh 


&*#■« 


a a 

sgs 

a fr'S 
a a bo 

.. 

g-PN 

O^oo 


o 3 A2 

« CO  ® 

„00  P&l 

£->  t>» 
OH’*1 

a . 

ooSh S anils 


8>1 ■§  | ^ g 

a o r a f.  o 

o^  5s  o S Ti  >• 

H 2 A3  § § ® 


b 

a 

A2 

bp 

P 


tN>pTo 


-ps  +3  . io  rts  • i— i aa 

g g*-g  co  52  a (M  p 
^ g >2  t-  « aco  bo 
WaOnPi-sH  a 


(-3*00 

jf  2 £ £ *2  rd 
►>■3  ^ ^ .2  ^ p t>»  2 
- t,  cL a b s 

S pq  P PQ  P a S O 


S« 

<D 

.gS 

a a 

<1P 


§1 

2 

a 

-a 


ocM 


U-f  g 

a f ’o,' 

!^1 


a 3 

^ m 


C5  • ^ 
. OS  *=< 


OS 


a 

4S  ^3 
CO  O 


r3  SH 

§roJ 


g s 

O ° oi 

a a ^ 


,^P  > H 
<0  ^ ^ 
H P o 


M § 

a 

I' T 

P5  - o 

P O co 

t>  ^ Sr 

a q3  . 

•S  53  a a 
33  p a a 
|2q  W ,c  1-3 


2 82 


■p»  »o  , 

CO  . 00  (3 
^ S3  CO  5, 
a O — ' -p 
P >3  <U 

10  a e?  EH 
00  ,a  kS  . 
|CO^ 

^ ^ 05  o o 

g>s|^| 

<<gPt30 


a a 

^ o . 

00 

O >.  D 

Pfl  ' 


ti' 


•a  03 


& £» 
3 P 9 

O a oo 


.9 

I3 


P pq 


oa  . 

-00  o 

o bo 
S 3 . 
a <3  ,a 

Moo  -a 

3S  § 

g 

•PP  §0 
•S  . 'S 

Ooo^ 

>-l  <u 

a ^ 
k5  <u 


f-3  |>.  4^> 

O <X> 

'JZP  Cw  CO 
03  ^ rH  O 

-C  2 
60 

•1-2  p:.9 

a 3 a > 

Sfo^' 

P3  g>  ^ 


<3  fl 
0 9 

M«  £ 


a . 

i| 

p § 

9 


bo  , 


P H 


— 0 2 5 

A3  p o 

H'O 


g ^ A3* 

P2  P 
c-?  2 O 

• P 9 
> e?  c 

<u  Hj  1- 

P3  — H 

°1« 


bD 


H <1>  P 

2co  a 


— *^A3  « 


-g  <3 
Pn  p4  ® 


-jf  co  >%  cT 
p<oi  a ^ h 
a co  P P o 

9 

*■  • - 


to 


« " ..9 
g,2S« 


•Baos® 

O CO  CO  CO  P r-i 


O)  > 
A3 

Sp 


_iJ 


*a  . 
PQ 


•°  § 

o 

PQ 


ppk2^ 

13  s . 

_ . ^ p-l 

ll^l 

p h.-‘i 

fH  3 1 

8 P M 
+=  M 
a n3  . 

CO  £h  CO 
O CO 
<U  *tt  ^ 

Cl  r^H 

a o o» 


S'*  . 

g TS  p 

^ O O 

. bo  > 
zc  °lp 
■g«  d 

03  CO  § 

Th  . jJ' 

a o -p> 

H <v  o 

^ P rQ 
M pQ 

Ph  2 2 
• P £ 
a j® 
a;  . 

Vh  co 
P -1  A3 
„00  <u 
A3  ^ ® 
a • p 

2 Sp 

co  CO  P 


§| 4 *S  . 

cn  a3  be  ® P o b 
O a es  03  «H  C 


fc  a > 


3 g 2 .3  a i-i  O 


2 At 

-9  o 
o a3 
A3  a 
H 02 

P -jh  d co  3 

a ^ (M  S ^ ® 

“ 4i  2 ^ 'O  -d  ^ 

CO  tjn-r-l  , , 

^ 3 b a 


”^2 


! aT  2^ 
a « 
p 3 


- a 53* 
00  a 3 


r—<  L_i  QT’  On  LJ  ^ U/ 

o^ioRh  aPH 


(N  O 

(M  bfl 

J||p  .-d 

2 ^ 3 g*|  S § § 
CO  CO  CO  rQ  O P 9 >» 


-|S: 


Mg  w 
- O 3 53* 

oa  a 
OOP 


00 

aT^  00 

O ■— 1 — I W 

opo  a • b 

.5  h a ^ P a)  2 
a 3 a o cr  g 
H-5  P CO  A3  P P 9 

-g  s « 

gco^  . b3  S' 
w 

a u-Ooo^  g ^ 
a g ..^00  'l3 
A3  2 p 2 'P  o 
-U'a  o a .52 n-  a- 

p co  b^  p 2 P E 


<u  £ -A  A3 

boa2  2°s 


& P 


£ -g  a «©  a ^ 

rr-<  ^ ^ r“H  Q 


<D  ^ C^  p Q qq 

OHPQ^^S 


Elizabeth  Smith  Sullock.=G.  Rowell.  Jonathan  Leigh,  1st  husb.=f=Susan  Sullock,  born  1 796. =f= William  Edwards.  Mar. 

Died  28  Feb.  1842,  aged  Mar.  at  Bigbury  23  May  Died  17  Oct.  1867.  Bur.  13  Dec.  1830  at  St.  An- 

54.  No  issue.  Bur.  at  1819.  Died  previously  to  at  Sheerness  Cemetery,  drew’s  Church,  Plymouth. 

Ilsington,  co.  Devon.  1831.  Isle  of  Sheppey.  2nd  husband. 
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Jane  Lucas.  Died  12  Nov.  1868, ^Thomas  Sullock  Stooke  (C.E.),  born  21  Dec.=Lillie,  da.  of  Professor  Tanner.  2nd  wife, 
aged  21.  1st  wife.  I 1839.  Living  1890  at  Shrewsbury,  co.  Salop.  Born  3 May  1852.  Mar.  1872  at  New 
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* Has  lately  assumed  the  name  “ de  Ludbrok”  after  “ Moysey,”  and  adopted  the  spelling  “ Bartlet.”  Had  two  other  children  (one 
a son  born  in  1874)  who  died  young.  A stained-glass  window  in  Marldon  Church  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  “ Copleston  and  the 
Langdons,  the  infant  children  of  the  Rev.  Moysey  Bartlett.” 


Frank  Walter  Bartlett,  born  Courtenay  Langdon  Bartlett,  Philip  Perring  Bartlet,  St.  John’s  Katherine  Buller  Bartlet. 

23  Nov.  1861.  Died  28  May  born  1 Sept.,  and  died  20  Coll.,  Oxford.  Born  19  March  born  13  Nov.  1865.  Liv- 

1883  in  California.  Nov.  1862.  1868.  Living  1890.  ino-  1890. 
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William  Elias  Black-  Thomas  Henry  Bartlett  Edward  John  Black-  Arthur  Blackaller,  Sophia  Groves  Blackaller, 

aller,  born  21  April  Blackaller,  born  31  Dec.  aller,  born  12  July  born  5 May  1870.  born  4 Dec.  1867.  Died 

1862.  Living  1890.  1863.  Living  1890.  1866.  Mar.  Louise  Living  1890.  August  1880.  Buried  at 

Cbalke.  Living  1890.  Stoke-in-Teignhead. 

December,  1890. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  FAMILY  OF  BARTLETT  OF 
MARLDON. 


The  family  of  Bartlett  was  resident  in  the  parish  of 
Marldon  three  centuries  ago.  The  earliest  entry  in  the 
parish  registers  relating  to  anyone  of  this  name  is  that  of 
the  burial  of  “ Otho  Bartlett  Esq.”  on  the  29th  March  1607, 
the  earliest  recorded  marriage  is  that  of  William  Jane  aliter 
Bartlett  with  Alice  Chappel  on  the  18th  November  1607, 
while  the  earliest  baptism  is  that  of  “ J ohan  ye  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Bartlet”  24th  June  1614. 

There  are  52  baptisms,  12  marriages,  and  49  burials 
registered  under  the  name  between  the  dates  above  given  and 
the  end  of  the  last  century.  In  one  or  two  instances  the 
persons  named  in  the  entries  are  described  as  of  Compton  or 
Compton  Pool,  which  is  a small  hamlet  within  Marldon 
parish.  The  alias  of  Jane  as  a surname  occurs  in  some  half 
dozen  instances,  and  the  name  is  frequently  spelled  “ Bartlet.” 

The  earliest  will  of  a Bartlett  of  Marldon  which  has  been 
found,  is  that  of  Thomas  Bartlett  of  Compton,  co.  Devon, 
yeoman,  which  is  dated  2nd  May,  22  Charles  (1646).  The 
testator’s  wife  was  named  Joane.  The  will  contains  the  odd 
bequest  of  the  testator’s  “ gratest  bras  pan  ” to  a grandchild 
named  Thomas  Bartlett,  when  he  should  enjoy  the  tenement 
wherein  the  testator  then  dwelt.  The  will  recites  that 
Walter  Jane,  aliter  Bartlett,  by  deed  dated  20th  September 
8 Charles,  sold  to  certain  named  persons  a moiety  of  a tenement 
in  Compton  upon  trust  for  the  testator  in  fee,  who  gives  it  to 
Samuel  Bartlett  and  Odes  Bartlett,  his  sons.  One  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  will  signs  “Gualtero  Bartlet.”  It  was  proved 
in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Exeter  30th  May  1650. 

Thomas  Bartlett,  the  great  grandfather  of  the  compiler  of 
these  notes,  was  married  twice,  first  to  Elizabeth  Phillips  in 
June  1728,  and  secondly  to  Christian  Adams.  He  had  five 
children  by  each  wife.  He  was  possessed  of  considerable 
property  at  Marldon,  and  his  second  wife  brought  into 
the  family  a house  there  called  Mudge’s  Place,  in  which 
they  resided.  For  more  than  a century  previous  to  1650  it 
had  been  held  by  the  Adams  family  under  a lease  for 


lives,  but  in  that  year  the  fee  simple  was  conveyed 
by  Sir  Edward  Cary  to  Christopher  Adams,  from  whom  it 
descended  to  Matthew  Adams  and  Nicholas  Adams,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  the  father  of  Christian  Adams.  This 
Thomas  Bartlett  commenced  the  business  of  manufacturing 
serge,  and  is  described  both  in  the  licence  for  his  first 
marriage  and  in  his  will  as  a “clothier.”  He  specifically 
devised  portions  of  his  land  and  property,  but  the  bulk  of  it 
went  by  settlement  partly  to  William  Bartlett,  his  eldest  son 
by  his  first  marriage,  and  partly  to  Nicholas  Adams  Bartlett, 
his  eldest  son  by  his  second  marriage.  The  house  is  referred 
to  by  Polwhele  in  his  History  of  Devon  (1806)  as  follows : — 
“ Mudge’s  Place,  in  this  parish,  is  a small  neat  house,  the 
present  owner  of  which  is  Nicholas  Adams  Bartlett,  Esq., 
whose  family  on  the  mother’s  side  have  possessed  it  for  more 
than  270  years.” 

The  same  Thomas  Bartlett  had  a brother  William,  who  is 
mentioned  in  Thomas’  will  as  “my  brother  William  Bartlett  of 
St.  Mary  Church,  gentleman.”  This  William  Bartlett  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  settle  at  St.  Mary  Church,  and  his  son 
Jacob  Bartlett  of  West  Hill  House,  St.  Mary  Church,  afterwards 
became  one  of  the  largest  landowners  in  that  parish.  An 
interesting  account  of  his  property  by  the  Ptev.  Canon  Brownlow, 
a Eoman  catholic  clergyman  then  residing  at  St.  Mary  Church, 
appears  in  the  transactions  of  the  Devonshire  Association  for 
the  advancement  of  Science,  Literature  and  Art,  Yol.  18  (1886), 
and  is  accompanied  by  a copy  of  a map  of  the  Manor  of 
St.  Mary  Church  ( circa  1775),  showing  the  land  owned  by 
Jacob  Bartlett. 

The  landed  property  of  Thomas  Bartlett  (the  “ clothier  ”) 
in  Marldon,  which  vested  at  his  death  in  his  son  Nicholas 
Adams  Bartlett,  ultimately  became  the  property  of  his  grand- 
son John  Thomas  Moysey  Bartlett  for  life  with  remainder  to 
his  children.  It  was  however  sold  in  the  year  1880  to  the 
Bewes  trustees.  John  Thomas  Moysey  Bartlett  afterwards 
emigrated  to  California,  where  he  died. 

For  a period  of  about  a century  and  a half  the  Bartletts 
of  Marldon  used  as  their  arms  the  following  shield : — 
“ Quarterly,  per  fess  indented,  argent  and  gules,  four  crescents 
counterchanged.”  This  shield  was  probably  used  by  them  at 
first  without  a crest,  as  appears  by  the  entry  of  the  arms  in 
an  anonymous  MS.  book  in  the  Proprietary  Library,  Cornwall 


Street,  Plymouth,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  written  by 
or  for  Sir  Walter  Yonge,  Baronet,  and  is  entitled  and  dated 
as  follows : 


“ A catalogue  of  the  Arms  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry 
of  Devonshire,  Cornwall 
and  the  Citty  of  Exon 
showing  the  time 
when  any  family 
hath  been  advanct 
and 

unto  what  honours 
they  have  attayned 
with 

the  Arms  likewise 
of  Dignityes 
Townes  and 
Corporations 

with  their  Crests  and  Motto’s. 

Alsoe 

the  Arms  and  places  of 
all  the  Nobility  of  England 
as  they  now  ranked 
anno  1689.” 

The  evidence  of  the  authorship  of  the  volume 
is  said  to  be  but  slight.  In  the  margin  is  a 
fac-simile  of  the  entry  under  the  name  of 
“ Bartlet  of  Exon  & Marldon,”  except  that  the 
arms  are  emblazoned  in  the  book  in  their  usual 
colours. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  words 
“ & Marldon”  have  been  inter- 
polated in  a different  and  more 
recent  handwriting,  though  the 
interpolated  words  have  the 
appearance  of  considerable  age. 
The  book  in  the  Plymouth 
Library  was  purchased  at  the 
sale,  in  1847,  of  the  library,  &c., 
of  the  Rev.  Francis  Vyvyan  Jago 
Arundell,  Rector  of  Landulph, 
co.  Cornwall.  The  MS.  was  left 
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incomplete  by  the  compiler.  There  is  a copy  or  duplicate  of 
the  book  in  the  Library  of  the  College  of  Arms. 

For  what  length  of  time  the  Bartletts  of  Marldon  used 
the  arms  attributed  to  them  in  the  “Catalogue”  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  but  a silver  seal  with  the  quarterly  coat  and  a pheasant 
for  crest  has  been  handed  down  for  three  or  four  generations, 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a member  of  the  family. 


It  is  figured  above ; but  from  the  fact  of  the  crest  not 
appearing  in  the  “Catalogue,”  but  in  the  Harl.  MSS.  (615, 1566) 
the  arms  it  bears  would  appear  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
latter,  and  not  from  the  “ Catalogue.”  Its  style  is  somewhat 
like  that  known  as  “ Chippendale,”  and  attributed  to  the  year 
1770,  or  thereabouts,  but  it  was  owned  by  Thomas  Bartlett 
(the  “clothier”),  who  died  in  1748,  and  probably  also  by  his 
father.  His  son  John  Bartlett  had  the  same  arms  and  crest 
and  the  initials  of  himself  and  wife  engraved  upon  a silver 
teapot,  which  bears  the  Hall  Mark  1787.  He  also  used  a 
cornelian  seal  with  similar  arms  and  crest. 


OTHER  BARTLETT  FAMILIES. 

Two  other  coats  are  ascribed  in  the  “Catalogue”  to  families 
of  the  name  of  “Bartlet,”  but  in  neither  case  is  the  residence  of 
the  family  given.  One  is  “ Sable,  a bar-gemel  between  three 
cinquefoils  argent,”  and  the  other  “ Argent,  two  bars  gules 
between  three  sinister  hands  erect  of  the  second.”  There  is 
no  trace  in  the  records  of  the  College  of  Arms  of  these  coats 
belonging  to  a family  of  Bartlett. 
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BARTLETT  OF  CASTLE  MORTON  AND 
SAINTSBURY. 

The  above  quarterly  coat,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  College  of  Arms,  belongs  only  as  paternal  arms  to  a 
family  of  Bartlett  seated  at  Castle  Morton,  co.  Worcester, 
which  arms  were  allowed  at  the  Heralds’  Visitation  of  that 
county  in  1569,  and  they  then  recorded  a pedigree  of  six 
descents,  commencing  with  a Thomas  Bartlett  and  ending 
with  Richard,  Elizabeth,  and  Dorothy,  children  of  John  and 
Thomasine  Bartlett,  and  with  Henry  and  Thomas,  sons  of 
Richard  and  Alice  Bartlett. 

Besides  this  official  pedigree  the  College  Library  contains 
amongst  the  private  collections  of  the  late  John  Charles  Brooke, 
Somerset  Herald,  a pedigree  of  the  same  family,  but  giving 
“Thomely”  as  the  first  name,  and  bringing  down  the  descent 
four  generations  further  to  the  fourteen  children  of  Rowland 
and  Anne  Bartlett,  one  of  whom,  named  Felix,  is  stated  to  have 
been  titular  (i.e.,  Roman  catholic)  Bishop  of  Worcester,  and  to 
have  sold  the  Castle  Morton  Estate  to  Baron  Petre.  Two  others 
are  described  as  living  in  1778,  one  being  a nun,  and  the  other 
being  a priest  who  was  then  living  in  Flanders.  From  the 
circumstance  that  the  family  at  Castle  Morton  was  evidently, 
for  at  all  events  the  last  three  generations  recorded  in 
Mr.  Brooke’s  pedigree,  of  the  Roman  catholic  faith,  it  seems 
highly  improbable  that  the  family  at  Marldon,  who  have 
always  been  Church  people,  were  descended  from  them,  unless 
they  traced  their  descent  from  a previous  generation. 

A branch  of  the  Castle  Morton  family  of  Bartlett  moved 
into  Saintsbury,  co.  Gloucester,  and  appears  to  have  added  to 
the  quarterly  coat  a pheasant  proper  for  crest. 

BARTTELOT  OF  STOPHAM. 

It  is  a singular  circumstance  that  the  quarterly  coat 
whioh  unquestionably  belonged  to  a family  of  Bartlett  in 
1569,  should  for  a considerable  time  previously  have  been 
quartered  by  another  family  of  almost  the  same  name,  whose 
paternal  arms  were  different.  The  Barttelots  of  Stopham, 
co.  Sussex,  have  since  the  marriage  (about  1395)  of  John 
Barttelot  with  Joan  de  Stopham,  the  eldest  daughter  and 
coheir  of  William  de  Stopham,  quartered  as  the  arms  of 
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Stopham  the  quarterly  coat  which  in  1569  was  allowed  to  the 
Castle  Morton  Bartletts,  and  which  is  ascribed  in  the 
“ Catalogue  ” to  the  Bartletts  of  Exeter  and  Marldon.  The 
paternal  arms  of  the  Sussex  Barttelots  are  : “ Sable,  three 
falconers  sinister  gloves  pendent  argent,  tasseled  or.” 

BARTLETT  OF  BRANSCOMBE. 

In  the  year  1661  the  following  arms  and  crest  were 
granted  to  Ellis  Bartlett  of  Branscombe,  co.  Devon.  Arms. — 
Sable,  a bar-gemewe  between  three  cinquefoils,  argent. 
Crest. — A demi-gryphon  sable,  gorged  with  a bar-gemewe, 
and  supporting  a cinquefoil  argent. 

Branscombe  is  about  25  miles  distant  from  Marldon  in  a 
straight  line.  The  family  of  Bartlett  at  Branscombe  resided 
at  a house  called  Hole  in  that  parish,  and  had  used  the 
same  arms  for  a considerable  period  prior  to  the  grant  made 
in  1661,  as  the  monuments  in  Branscombe  Church  testify. 

There  was  a family  of  the  name  of  Stuckey  resident  at 
Weston  House,  in  the  same  parish,  and  in  1810  a Royal 
License  was  granted  to  Barnaby  John  Bartlett  of  Weston 
House,  Branscombe,  to  take  the  surname  and  arms  of  Stuckey, 
and  to  bear  the  arms  of  Stuckey  quarterly.  A pedigree 
showing  the  descendants  of  Ellis  Bartlett  of  Branscombe,  who 
married  Edith,  daughter  of  Theodore  Taner,  and  of  his  brother 
William  Bartlett  of  Branscombe,  who  died  in  1704,  brought 
down  to  the  year  1809,  is  amongst  the  private  collections  at 
the  College  of  Arms. 

Reprinted  with  some  additions  and  alterations  from  “Notes 
to  the  Visitation  of  England  and  Wales  ” Vol.  2,  p.  79. 


[W.B.,  March,  1898.] 


NOTES  ON  THE  SALTER  FAMILY. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  pedigree  of  the  family  of  Jacob 
Bartlett,  of  St.  Mary  Church  (p.  3),  that  he  married  for  his 
first  wife  Mary,  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  Rev.  James 
Salter,  Yicar  of  St.  Mary  Church.  That  James  Salter  was  a 
son  of  another  Vicar  of  that  Parish  of  the  same  name. 

Of  the  first  Rev.  James  Salter  it  is  known  that  he  was 
born  at  Exeter  circa  1650,  and  was  a son  of  James  Salter,  of 
Exeter,  pleb.  He  matriculated  from  Magdalen  College,  Oxford, 
24  July  1668,  and  continued  in  residence  at  his  College  until 
1671,  but  did  not  take  a degree.  He  was  Vicar  of  Lostwithiel, 
co.  Cornwall,  1678-1683,  was  appointed  Master  of  Exeter 
Grammar  School  4 March  1683-4,  and  his  successor  was 
appointed  19  Jan.  1689-90  on  his  removal.  He  was  instituted 
Vicar  of  St.  Mary  Church,  co.  Devon,  with  the  Chapels  of 
Kingskerswell  and  Coffins  well  4 Sept.  1688.  He  married 
Katherine  Fathers,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  J.  Fathers 
and  Cordelia  his  wife  (previously  Cordelia  Parker),  and  was 
buried  on  the  27  March  1718  in  the  old  chancel  of  St.  Mary 
Church.  He  was  the  author  of  “ Compendium  Grsecse  Gram- 
matices  ” 1685  (8vo) ; “ The  Triumphs  of  the  Holy  Jesus  ” 
1692  (4to) ; and  of  some  Latin  and  English  verses  at  the 
beginning  of  Prince’s  “Worthies  of  Devon,”  pp.  xxviii  and  xxx 
in  the  edition  of  1810. 

His  widow  died  and  was  buried  at  St.  Mary  Church 
a.d.  1724,  aged  circa  70. 

The  second  Rev.  James  Salter  was  bapt.  at  St.  Mary 
Church  8 Jan.  1694,  took  his  B.A.  degree  at  Oxford  1717, 
from  New  Inn  Hall,  was  instituted  Vicar  of  St.  Mary  Church 
2 March  1718-19.  He  married  Mary  Adams,  of  Totnes.  He 
died  in  March  1767,  aged  72,  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
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chancel  of  St.  Mary  Church.  He  was  the  author  of  “Discourse 
on  Salvation,”  1731  (12mo),  and  “Exposition  of  Church 
Catechism,”  1753  (12mo). 

His  widow  was  buried  at  St.  Mary  Church  13th  Sept.  1782. 


In  1790,  a pedigree  was  sent  by  Dr.  Freeman,  of  Lost- 
withiel  (co.  Cornwall),  to  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bickford  Bartlett, 
showing  a descent  of  the  wife  of  the  first  Rev.  James  Salter 
from  King  Edward  the  First,  through  twelve  generations.  The 
pedigree  included  the  descent  of  Cordelia  Parker  (who  was 
born  in  1631,  and  who  married  the  Rev.  J.  Fathers,  and  was 
the  mother-in-law  of  the  first  Rev.  James  Salter)  from  James 
Parker,  Esq.,  who  married  Katherine  Buller  at  St.  Stephen’s, 
Saltash,  31st  Dec.,  1616. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Bickford  Bartlett  on  the  4th  March,  1794, 
had  one  of  his  daughters  (who  afterwards  became  Mrs.  Bower) 
baptised  Cordelia  Parker  after  his  great-great-grandmother. 

When  the  old  church  of  St.  Mary  Church  was  rebuilt, 
about  the  year  1854,  stained  glass  was  inserted  by  the 
members  of  the  Bartlett  family  in  the  east  window  of  the 
south  chancel  aisle,  and  beneath  it  is  a brass  tablet  bearing  the 
arms  of  the  Salter  and  Bartlett  families,  and  the  following 
inscription  engraved  upon  it : — 

“ This  window  is  filled  with  stained  glass  to  the 
“ glory  of  God  and  in  memory  of  the  Rev.  J ohn  [sic] 
“ Salter,  M.A.,  and  the  Rev.  James  Salter,  M.A.,  Yicars 
“ of  this  Parish : and  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bickford 
“ Bartlett,  all  of  whose  remains  were  interred  in  the 
“ old  Chancel  of  this  Church.  And  also  of  Jacob 
“ Bartlett,  Esq.,  father  of  the  said  Rev.  Jacob  Bickford 
“ Bartlett,  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  and 
“ sole  heiress  of  the  said  Rev.  J ames  Salter.” 

The  dates  of  the  institutions  of  the  two  Yicars  named 
James  Salter  are  inscribed  amongst  the  list  of  Yicars  with 
dates  of  institutions  on  the  east  side  of  the  chancel  screen. 


The  following  is  a copy,  made  in  1864,  of  the  inscriptions 
on  a tombstone  which  was  in  the  old  chancel  of  the  church, 
but  which  has,  since  the  church  was  rebuilt,  been  placed  in 
the  north  chancel  aisle,  now  used  as  an  organ  chamber 
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and  vestry,  and  close  to  the  vestry  door.  They  were  partly 
obliterated,  but  the  Eev.  Reginald  H.  Barnes  (the  Yicar), 
who  made  the  copy,  stated  that  it  was  literal.  The  letters 
within  [ ] are  added  as  being  probably  those  worn  away : — 

Hie  Jacet  Jacobus  SALTER  qui 
Yere  Ingeniofus  & Yere  Ju[cun]dus 
erat  Amicis;  Almus  Hujus  Eccleffise] 

Annos  Triginta  Yicarius : & Ejus  Ux- 
or Katherina  Hie  Yicefsimo  Quarto 
Die  Martii  Anno  Dom.  1718  & ^Eftatijs 
71  & Jan.  Octavo  Anno  Dom.  1723 
iEtatis  70  (circiter)  decefsit. 

[Qu]olibe[t]  morior  Tibi  Tibi  Chrifte 
Refurgam.  — Quia  justifica[tur]  Chrifte 
prebendo  fide[m]  Huic  Abest  Mortis  Terror 
Tibi  Yivo  Redemptor  Mors  Lucrum 
est  Tu  pie  Chrifte  Salus. 


Also  ye  Body  of  ye  Revnd  Mr.  Jas 
Salter,  Yicar,  was  Buried  ye  8 th 
of  March  1767,  Aged  72  Years. 


And  also  in  Memory  of  the  late 
Rev.  JACOB  BICKFORD  BARTLETT, 
Grandson  of  the  above  James  Salter, 
who  departed  this  life  17th  January 
1803,  aged  44  Years. 


ST.  MARY  CHURCH  REGISTERS. 

The  late  Mr.  Elias  Blackaller,  of  Maidencombe,  which  is 
within  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary  Church,  had  in  his  possession 
seven  small  books,  each  measuring  about  6J  in.  high  by  4 in. 
wide,  containing  copies  of  entries  made  or  drafts  of  entries  to 
be  made  in  the  Registers  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary  Church. 
They  are  fastened  together  in  a rough  manner  by  twine,  so  as 
to  form  a small  volume.  The  entries  are  apparently  in  the 
same  handwriting,  and  appear  to  have  been  made  contempo- 
raneously with  the  dates  recorded.  There  is  no  heading  or 
title. 
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The  various  little  books  relate  to  the  following  events, 
but  are  fastened  together  in  slightly  different  order : — 

f Baptisms  between  Sept.  29,  1747,  and  June  2,  1748. 

-<  Marriages  „ Jan.  19  and  May  6,  1748. 

( Burials  „ July  30,  1747,  and  May  3,  1748. 

f Baptisms  between  July  16,  1749,  and  June  11,  1751. 

-<  Burials  „ June  1,  1749,  and  June  5,  1751. 

( Marriages  „ Nov.  19  [no  year]  and  Jan.  3,  1751. 

C Baptisms  between  Sept.  20,  1751,  and  June  7,  1754. 

< Burials  „ June  16,  1751,  and  June  3,  1754. 

(Marriages  „ Sept.  22,  1751,  and  Feb.  27,  1754. 

j Baptisms  between  Aug.  20,  1754,  and  Jan.  10,  1760. 

< Burials  „ June  22,  1754,  and  April  29,  1760. 

( Marriages  „ Dec.  2,  1754,  and  May  31,  1760. 

C Baptisms  between  Jan.  6,  1761,  and  June  16,  1768. 

< Burials  „ June  25,  1760,  and  June  18,  1768. 

(Marriages  „ June  12,  1760,  and  March  27,  1768. 

C Baptisms  between  June  23,  1768,  and  May  15,  1778. 

-<  Burials  „ July  8,  1768,  and  May  17,  1778. 

(Marriages  „ Sept.  29,  1768,  and  April  18,  1778. 

f Baptisms  between  July  16,  1778,  and  Aug.  30,  1781. 

| Burials  „ June  2,  1778,  and  April  17,  1783. 

Baptisms  „ Aug.  31,  1781,  and  Dec.  6,  1782. 

I Marriages  „ July  3,  1778,  and  March  4,  1783. 

^Baptisms  „ Dec.  13,  1782,  and  June  6,  1783. 

The  dates  when  the  Visitation  Courts  were  held  are 
inserted  between  the  entries. 


This  little  volume  was  presented  by  the  late  Mrs.  Blackaller, 
of  Maidencombe,  to  Mr.  William  Bartlett,  of  Liverpool,  the 
compiler  of  the  pedigree  of  the  Bartletts  of  St.  Mary  Church.. 

The  entries  in  it  give  the  prefix  “ Mr.”  and  “ Mrs.”  respec- 
tively to  William  Bartlett  (with  whom  that  pedigree  commences) 
and  his  wife,  Jacob  Bartlett  his  son,  Mary  Bartlett  his  daughter 
(although  a spinster),  and  Solomon  Hele,  whom  she  married. 
Also  to  the  Rev.  James  Salter  and  his  widow,  and  their 
daughter  Mary  when  a spinster. 


ABSTRACTS  of  WILLS  and  ADMINISTRATIONS  of 
MEMBERS  of  the  EAMILY  of  BARTLETT,  of 
MARLDON,  COUNTY  DEVON,  at  the  EXETER 
DISTRICT  REGISTRY  of  the  COURT  OF 
PROBATE,  INCLUDING  SOME  COPIES. 

Abstracted  by  Me.  W.  Edward  Mugford,  70,  Oxford  Road, 
Exeter.  1892. 


WILLIAM  BARTLETT,  1643—1644. 

December  28th,  1643. — Inventory  of  the  Goods  of  William 
Bartlett  of  Marldon,  taken  by  Thomas  Bartlett  and  William 
Bartlett.  Sum  is  8 scoore  £7  11s  8d,  one  item  being  “on 
Chittell  £20." 

November  5th,  1644. — Administration  granted  to  Anne 
Bartlett,  his  widow,  who  in  the  Bond  (for  £200)  is  described 
as  of  Marldon  in  the  County  of  Devon,  widow,  and  the 
sureties  are  William  Bartlett  of  the  same  parish,  yeoman, 
and  David  Davies,  clerk  Vicar  of  Paignton,  but  there  are  only 
two  signatures. 

Signed,  Anne  Bartlett, 
David  Davies. 

The  bond  is  not  signed  by  William  Bartlett. 

[Peculiar  of  Bishop.] 


THOMAS  BARTLET,  1650. 

Will  dated  2 May,  22  Cha.  1 [1646],  of  Thomas  Bartlet, 
of  Compton  in  the  County  of  Devon,  yeoman,  Gives  to  Joane 
Bartlet,  his  wife,  some  farm  stock  “ and  all  my  corne  and  graine 
now  growinge  and  beinge  on  my  customary  tenement,"  also 
his  household  goods  for  life,  and  after  to  his  four  sons  equally. 
To  Thomas  Bartlet,  his  granchild,  his  gratest  bras  pan  when 
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he  should  enjoy  the  tenement  wherein  the  testator  then  dwelt. 
Eesidue  of  goods  to  three  youngest  sons.  Eecites  that  Walter, 
Jane,  air  Bartlet,  by  deed  dated  20  September,  8th  Charles, 
did  sell  to  William  Evens  and  Jasper  Pounce,  of  Marldon, 
moiety  and  halfendeale  of  tenement  in  Compton  upon  trust 
for  testator  in  fee,  who  gives  it  to  Samuel  Bartlet  and  Odes 
Bartlet,  his  sons,  after  the  death  of  him  and  Joane  his  wife. 
Proviso,  that  if  Thomas  Bartlet,  his  grandchild,  do  pay  them 
£25  a piece  within  two  years  after  the  death  of  testator  and 
wife,  he,  said  Thomas,  is  to  have  said  moiety  in  fee  [but  if  he 
should  die  without  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  the 
moiety  is  to  . . testators  son  Samuel  in  fee]  (a).  Wife  Joane 

Executrix. 

Witnesses,  William  Bartlet. 

William  Evens. 

Teste,  Gualtero  Bartlet. 

Inventory  taken  8 May,  1646,  by  William  Evens,  Walter 
Bartlet,  and  Henry  Bartlet,  of  Marldon,  £73  18s  lOd,  one  of 
the  items  was  “ one  chattle  £15,”  and  another  “ bras  caldron 
and  two  bras  pots  £1.” 

Proved  30  May,  1650,  by  the  Executrix  in  the  Consistorial 
Court  of  the  Bishop  of  Exeter. 


JOHAN  BAETLET,  1661. 

Will  (dated  29  Dec.,  1658)  of  Johan  Bartlet,  of  Marldon, 
Devon.  Gives  10s  to  Mr.  Sharpe,  to  preach  her  funeral  sermon, 
and  small  legacies  to  the  poor  of  Marldon,  and  to  her  sons 
Henry,  Samuel,  and  Thomas,  and  to  son  Samuel’s  children, 
viz.:  William  and  Susan  (last  to  be  paid  by  her  son  Henry  two 
years  after  her  death)  and  appoints  her  son,  Otho  Bartlet, 
Executor. 

The  signe  of  Johan  Bartlet. 

Witnis,  Walter  Bartlet. 

Inventory  taken  10th  April,  1659,  £14  8s  Od.  Name 
Joane,  not  Johan  Bartlet. 

Will  proved  in  Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop  by  Otho 
Bartlet,  30th  April,  1661. 

(a)  This  is  by  a Memorandum  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of 
the  same  witnesses. 
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WALTER  BARTLETT,  1666—7. 

Will  dated  9th  January,  1666 — 7,  as  follows  : — “ In  the 
Name  of  God,  Amen.  I Walter  Bartlett  of  Compton,  in  the 
parish  of  Marldon,  do  make  and  ordaine  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  in  manner  and  forme  following.  Imprimis,  I 
bequeath  my  soul  to  God  my  Maker  and  Redeemer  by  whome 
I hope  to  have  comfort  in  the  later  day,  and  my  body  I 
ordaine  to  bee  buried  in  the  Church  of  Marldon.  Item,  I give 
to  William  Bartlett  my  sonne  all  my  land  to  him  and  his  heirs 
forever.  Item,  I give  to  A] lice  Bartlett, Westerland  liveing  ( b ) 
with  all  the  right  that  I have  in  it.  Item,  I doe  ordaine  and 
bequeath  to  Katherine  Bartlett  my  daughter  too  hundred 
pounds  to  be  paide  unto  her  by  Allice  her  sister  in  six  years 
after  that  shee  shall  enjoy  it.  Item,  I doe  ordaine  William 
Bartlett  my  sonne  to  bee  my  hole  and  sole  Executor.  Item, 
If  William  Bartlett  die  and  have  noe  heirs  then  it  shall  goe  to 
Allice  Bartlett,  and  if  Allice  have  no  heirs  then  it  shall  goe  to 
Katherine  Bartlett,  and  if  shee  die  without  heires  then  to  the 
heires  of  Thomas  Bartlett  of  Stocke  Gaberiell.  And  I doe 
institute  and  ordaine  Master  John  Prouse  of  Brent  to  bee  one  of 
my  rulers  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  Item,  I ordaine 
Mr.  Elias  Phillipps,  James  Peter,  William  Bartlett,  William 
Grendon,  to  be  the  others  of  my  rullers  of  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament.  And  I give  unto  them  Twenty  shillings  for 
their  paines,  and  if  my  goods  will  not  hold  out  to  pay  my  debts 
I doe  ordaine  that  Gildon’s  Feeld  and  Burlanch  shall  bee  sold. 
In  witnesse  heere  of  I have  heere  unto  put  my  hand  even  the 
9 day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1666.” 

Walter  Bartlett.” 
Witnesse,  “ James  [I.  C.]  Cholwill.” 

Proved  on  the  26th  January,  1666 — 7,  by  the  oath  of 
Juliana  Bartlett,  widow,  during  the  minority  of  William 
Bartlett  the  son  and  sole  Executor. 

The  Inventory  amounted  to  £418  19s  8d. 

The  Executor  was  of  the  age  of  15  at  the  time  when 
probate  of  his  father’s  Will  was  granted  to  his  mother  for  his  use. 

(b)  Westerland  is  a hamlet  within  Marldon  Parish.  The  meaning  of 
the  word  “liveing”  is  very  doubtful.  It  has  clearly  no  reference  to  an 
ecclesiastical  benefice.  Probably  it  means  “ lifehold,”  or  an  estate  held  pur 
autre  vie.  This  seems  the  more  probable,  as  the  inventory  of  the  Testator’s 
effects  contains  the  item,  ‘‘Two  chattel  leases,  viz.,  the  longe  meadow  and 
Westerland  £220.” 
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The  Inventory  describes  the  Testator  as  a yeoman.  All 
the  Eulers  of  the  Will  were  valuers  except  Grendon,  and  in  his 
place  was  Henry  Bartlett,  also  of  Marldon. 

The  agreement  was  that  William  Bartlett  being  unable 
to  ride  (sic)  as  Executor  then,  should  take  his  mother,  Gillinge 
(sic)  Bartlett,  to  be  his  governor,  and  it  was  signed  by  all  the 
valuers  and  William  Bartlett  (the  son)  and  dated  24th  February. 

The  Accompt  of  J ulyan  Bartlett  ye  Eelict  and  Ad- 
ministratrix of  ye  goods  and  chattels  of  Walter  Bartlett,  late  of 
Marledon,  in  the  diocese  of  Exon,  made  and  exhibited  the 
xxviith  day  of  Aprill  Anno  Dni  1671. 


Goods  chatties  and  credits  of  the  deceased 

as  comprised  in  the  inventory £418  19  8 


Funeral  expenses £5  0 0 

Fees  for  letters  of  Administration,  &c.  ...  14  0 

Debt  due  to  Wm.  Bogan,  Esq.,  upon  a bond 

from  deceased  103  0 0 

Debt  due  to  David  Webber  and  Bichard 

Webber  upon  a bond  from  deceased  26  0 0 

Debt  due  to  Joane  Indebrooke  upon  a 

bond  from  deceased 63  0 0 

Debt  due  to  John  Northmore  upon  a bond 

from  deceased  42  8 0 

Debt  due  to  John  Pitts  upon  a bond  from 

deceased  10  12  0 

Debt  due  to  Christian  Peter  upon  a bond 

from  deceased 51  10  0 

Debt  due  to  Eobert  Burte  upon  a bond 

from  deceased  4 10  0 

Debt  due  to  John  Kelland  upon  a bond 

from  deceased 103  0 0 

Debt  due  to  Thomasine  Dashper  upon  bills  21  4 0 

Do.  Elizabeth  Wills  do.  4 0 0 

Do.  Dinah  Gotham  do.  10  12  0 

Writing  the  A/c 0 3 4 

Quietus  est  and  seale 0 16  8 


£437  0 0 


[These  are  the  facts  but  not  the  exact  words  of  the  account.] 
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ODES  BARTLETT,  1667. 

Will  (dated  3 January,  1661-2)  of  Odes  Bartlett,  of 
Compton  in  Marldon. — Legacies  to  William  Bartlet  and 
Susan  Bartlet,  son  and  daughter  of  his  brother  Samuel  Bartlet. 
To  Samuel  Bartlet,  his  brother,  to  Thomas  Bartlet,  his 
kinsman,  to  John  Bartlet,  his  kinsman,  the  son  of  his  brother 
Thomas,  to  his  four  good  children  (not  named),  to  Edward  Ford, 
to  the  servants  of  his  brothers  Henry  and  Samuel,  and  to  the 
poor  of  Marldon,  To  the  minister  who  shall  preach  his 
funeral  sermon  20s.  Appoints  his  brothers  Henry  Bartlet 
and  Thomas  Bartlet  Executors. 

Otho  Bartlett. 

Witnis,  Walter  Bartlet. 

Inventory  taken  by  Walter  Bartlet,  of  Compton,  28th 
Dec.,  1666,  £52  4s  8d,  one  item  being  “uppon  specialty  £30.” 

Proved  12th  April,  1667,  by  Henry  Bartlett  and  Thomas 
Bartlett,  the  Executors. 


WILLIAM  BARTLETT,  SENR,  1674. 

Will  (undated)  of  William  Bartlett,  senior,  as  follows  : — 
“In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I Will:  Bartlett  the  elder  of 
Marldon,  being  weke  in  body  but  purfect  in  mind  and  memory, 
thanks  be  to  God,  I doe  heare  ordaine  this  my  Last  will  and 
Testament.  Imprimis  I committ  my  Soule  into  the  hands  of 
God,  my  saveour  and  redemer,  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the 
Church  or  Churchyard  of  Marldon ; Item,  I give  to  my  Wife 
halfe  the  butter  and  chees  in  my  house.  Item,  I give  to  her 
my  victuals  that  shall  be  in  my  house ; Item,  I give  unto  Alis 
and  Katherine  Bartlett,  my  grand  childerne,  twenty  shillings 
apice,  and  the  rest  of  my  goods  when  my  debts  are  paide  I doe 
give  to  Will  Bartlett,  my  grand  child,  whom  I doe  appoynt  to 
be  my  executor  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament.  In 
witness  whare  of  I have  set  my  hand  & saile,  And  I doe 
appoynt  Henry  Bartlett  to  be  my  overseer  of  this  Last  will 
and  testament. 

Signe  of  Will  [W]  Bartlett. 

Witnesse,  Signe  of  Henry  [HB]  Bartlett. 

On  the  third  page  is  “ A note  of  my  Goods.” 
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Probate  was  granted  on  14th  September,  1674,  at  Berry 
Pomeroy  to  the  Executor,  and  it  was  noted  that  Inventory  was 
wanting. 

On  28th  May,  1675,  Inventory  was  exhibited  at  Stoke 
Gabriel  by  Wm.  Bartlet,  the  grandson  and  executor,  and  in 
this  it  is  stated  that  the  Testator  was  a yeoman.  Valuers, 
Henry  Bartlett  and  Gilbert  Gibbs  of  Marldon,  £24  5s  3d. 


HENRY  BARTLETT,  1693. 

Will  (dated  March  22nd,  1692-3)  of  Henry  Bartlett.  Gives 
to  his  brother,  Thomas  Bartlett,  his  half  plase  in  the  Common 
Eields  at  Compton,  Together  with  the  Lease  of  the  Barne  and 
Shiping  adjoining,  for  the  term  of  years  he  had  therein,  on 
condition  of  his  paying  £15  to  Testator’s  Executor,  and  he 
also  makes  small  bequests  to  his  kinsman  Thomas  Bartlett, 
Junior,  to  Agnes  George,  Junior,  and  to  the  children  of  Henry 
Tozer,  and  the  residue  to  his  kinswoman  Elizabeth  Bartlett, 
whom  he  appoints  Executor. 

Witnesses,  William  Bartlett. 

Samuel  George. 

William  Bartlett. 

Administration,  with  the  Will  annexed,  granted  on  the 
20th  June,  1693,  to  Thomas  Bartlett,  of  Stoke  Gabriel,  Devon, 
Elizabeth  Bartlett,  the  executrix  named  in  the  Will,  having 
renounced  the  execution  thereof,  and  in  this  renunciation  it  is 
stated  that  Elizabeth  Bartlett  was  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Bartlett,  the  proposed  Administrator,  and  that  he  was  a 
brother  of  the  Testator,  and  in  his  bond  Thomas  Bartlett  is 
described  as  a yeoman. 

Inventory  £55  5s  Od;  and  this  states  that  Henry  Bartlett 
was  of  Compton,  within  the  Parish  of  Marldon,  and  a yeoman. 

Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop. 

SUSANNAH  BARTLETT,  1698—9. 

Administration  to  the  effects  of  Susannah  Bartlett,  late  of 
Marldon,  was  granted  to  her  husband  William  Bartlett, 
January  11th,  1698 — 99. 

No  Inventory. 

Bond  £200,  by  the  widower  and  Abraham  Peter,  of 
Marldon,  gent.,  and  signed  by  both. 

Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop. 
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WILLIAM  BARTLETT,  1705. 

Will  (dated  8th  Aug.,  1705)  of  William  Bartlett,  of 
Compton  within  the  Parish  of  Marldon,  yeoman.  Gives  to 
Edward  Goddridge,  of  Berry  Pomery  {sic)  yeoman,  James 
Peter,  of  Marldon,  gentleman,  and  Thomas  Bartlett,  senior, 
of  Marldon,  yeoman,  All  his  lands,  tenements,  houses, 
orchards,  meadows,  and  fields,  and  his  comon  of  pasture, 
with  the  appurts  belonging  thereto,  and  all  his  goods  and 
chattels  whatsoever,  with  the  appurtenances,  upon  trust  to 
sell  same  real  and  personal  estate,  and  after  paying  his  debts, 
etc.,  co  pay  balance  equally  between  his  two  daughters  Susanna 
and  Mary  when  they  attained  21  years  of  age,  and  if  one  died 
to  the  survivor  wholly  : and  any  money  remaining  in  trustees’ 
hands  after  the  debts  were  paid  to  be  put  out  for  the  use  of 
the  children  until  they  came  to  21,  and  he  appointed  the  said 
Trustees  to  be  Executors  of  his  Will. 

Signe  of  William  Bartlett. 

Witnesses,  Ri.  Whiteway. 

Thomas  Foster. 

William  Hegs. 

Inventory,  £200  8s  Od,  18th  Oct.,  1705,  by  William  Fryer, 
Matthew  Adams,  Thomas  Bartlett,  Jr.,  and  Richard  Phillipps, 
and  included  “ Mr.  Portman’s  lease  as  Chattle  £50.”  It  also 
mentioned  the  following  rooms  in  the  testator’s  house,  viz. : 
“ Hall,  Parlor,  Gate  Chamber,  Chamber  over  Parlor,  Chamber 
next  the  Working  Room,  his  Chamber,  and  the  Wool  Chamber.” 

Proved  23  Oct.,  1705,  in  Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop  by 
the  Exors. 

Indorsement  at  the  back  of  the  Will, 

“ In  Cane.,  Sir  John  Lear,  Bart.,  and  air.  Quer,  and 
Edrumm  Goodridge,  and  air.  Deftes.  19th  Sept.,  1706. — This 
Will  was  produced  to  Richard  White  way,  Thomas  Foster, 
and  William  Hegs,  at  the  severall  times  of  their  examinacon 
before  us, 

P.  Taylor. 

William  Fryer.” 
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THOMAS  BARTLETT,  1714. 

Will  (dated  November  12th,  1713)  of  Thomas  Bartlett  the 
elder  of  Compton  within  the  Parish  of  Marledon,  yeoman,  Gives 
his  two  fields  called  Coombe  Park  and  Wood  Park  in  Kings- 
carswell  and  the  house  and  orchard  “ that  was  heretofore  one 
William  Martin’s”  in  Marledon  unto  his  kinsman  Thomas 
Bartlett  the  elder  “(who  now  lives  with  mee)”  and  to  his  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever,  and  he  gives  the  closes  of  land  called 
Olda  Court,  Bottom  Hood,  Hostawill  Park,  the  three  Compton 
Parkes  and  the  Broom  Parkeswith  the  Barn  thereunto  belonging 
unto  his  said  kinsman  Thos.  Bartlett  until  Thomas  Bartlett 
Junior  son  of  “my  said”  kinsman  should  attain  20  years  of 
age,  if  Testator’s  estate  and  interest  therein  should  soe  long 
continue,  and  on  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett  the  younger  attaining 
20  years  of  age  to  him  for  all  Testator’s  term  and  interest 
therein.  All  other  the  Testator’s  messuages  lands  and  tene- 
ments he  gave  to  his  said  kinsman  Thomas  Bartlett  the  elder 
and  his  assigns  to  hold  the  same  until  Thomas  Bartlett  “ his 
son  ” attained  20  years  of  age  and  on  his  attaining  that  age  to 
the  said  Thomas  Bartlett  the  son  and  the  heirs  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten  with  remainder  to  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett 
the  elder  “ and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  on  the  body  of  Elizabeth 
his  now  wife  lawfully  begotten  and  to  be  begotten,”  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  he  gave  same  to  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett 
the  elder  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  Unto  Rebecca 
Bartlett  daughter  of  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett  the  elder  he  gives 
£250  to  be  paid  her  when  21  by  her  said  father  and  brother 
and  the  same  is  charged  on  his  lands,  and  Testator  also  gives 
small  legacies  to  his  cousin  John  Hurrell,  Thomas  Bartlett  son 
of  William  Bartlett,  to  Richard  Phillipp’s  children,  to  Agnes 
Collins  and  her  daughter  (not  named),  and  to  the  poor  of 
Marledon.  Residue  to  kinsman  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett  the 
elder,  who  is  appointed  Executor  and  who  proved  the  said  Will 
on  the  14tli  October,  1714. 

Inventory  £819  6s  Od. 

Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop. 

Administration  with  the  Will  annexed  of  Goods  unad- 
ministered granted  to  Elizabeth  Bartlett,  Executrix  of  Executor 
above  named. — 1740;  September  19th. 
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JOAN  BARTLETT,  1736. 

Administration  granted  May  18th,  1736,  to  the  effects  of 
Joan  Bartlett,  wife  of  Jacob  Bartlett,  late  of  Marldon  deceased, 
was  granted  to  her  husband  the  said  Jacob  Bartlett  of  Paignton, 
yeoman. 

No  inventory  exhibited.  Bond  given  for  £200  by  the 
husband  and  G-eorge  Browse,  yeoman,  and  Francis  Luly,  gent., 
both  of  Paignton,  and  all  three  signed  it. 

Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop. 


THOMAS  BARTLETT,  1736  and  1777. 

Will  (dated  11  October,  1735)  of  Thomas  Bartlett,  of 
Marledon,  yeoman,  Gives  small  legacies  to  his  nephews  Jacob 
Bartlett,  and  Thomas  Bartlett,  to  Thomas,  William,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  and  Jacob  Bartlett,  sons  and  daughters  of  his  said 
nephew  Thomas  Bartlett.  To  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
Marledon,  and  the  Churchwardens  of  the  Parish  Church  of  the 
said  Parish  and  their  successors  for  the  time  being,  £10  to  be 
paid  them  within  two  years  after  his  decease,  on  trust,  that 
with  consent  of  five  at  least  of  the  best  payers  to  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish,  being  inhabitants,  they  place  the  same  out  at 
interest,  and  that  they  shall  pay  such  interest  yearly  for  ever 
thereafter,  at  Easter,  amongst  so  many  poor  persons  being 
inhabitants  and  under  no  parish  pay  or  relief  as  they  should 
think  fit,  and  then  gives  to  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Bartlett,  her 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  all  that  tenement  called  the  Lower 
Tenement  and  three  closes  of  land  called  the  Etherhays  and 
Churchwards  Hay,  a field  called  the  Ridgways  Bridge  Meadow, 
and  two  fields  called  the  Winkhorns,  and  a tenement  called 
Martyns,  and  all  other  his  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  appoints  his  said  wife  executrix  and 
residuary  legatee. 

“Tho:  Bartlett.”  (Seal) 

Witnesses,  Judith  fford. 

Lawrence  Eaton. 

Rich  : Ford,  Junr. 

Inventory  (in  which  testator  is  stated  to  have  been  of 
Compton)  taken  15  October,  1736,  by  Lawrence  Eaton  and 
Nicholas  Adams.  Amount  £276  19s  2d. 
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Proved  in  Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop,  22  October,  1736, 
by  Executrix. 

Letters  of  Administration  (granted  4th  April,  1777)  of  the 
personal  estate  of  the  above-named  Thomas  Bartlett,  left 
unadministered  by  Elizabeth  Bartlett,  his  widow,  the  sole 
Executrix  of  his  Will,  who  died  intestate(c),andnoadministration 
having  been  granted  to  her,  were  granted  to  John  Leach  Brown, 
of  Stokeinteignhead,  gentleman,  so  far  only  as  related  to 
certain  estates  vested  in  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett,  as  surviving 
Trustee  under  certain  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  8th 
and  9th  September,  1718,  and  made  between  Ann  Hurrell  of 
Marldon,  widow  of  1st  part,  Henry  Browse  of  Brixham, 
yeoman,  and  Thomas  Bartlett  the  elder  of  Compton  in 
Marldon,  yeoman,  of  2nd  part,  John  Hurrell,  of  Marldon,  son 
and  heir  apparent  of  said  Ann  Hurrell  of  3rd  part,  and 
Lawrence  Eaton  of  Kingscarswell,  yeoman,  and  Maud  Eaton, 
his  daughter,  of  4th  part,  purporting  to  be  the  marriage 
settlement  of  said  John  Hurrell  and  Maud  Eaton  (d),  and 
under  further  indentures  of  lease  and  release  also  dated  8th 
and  9th  Sept.,  1718,  and  made  between  the  said  Lawrence 
Eaton  of  1st  part,  the  said  Henry  Browse  and  the  said 
Thomas  Bartlett  of  2nd  part,  the  said  John  Hurrell  of  3rd 
part,  and  the  said  Maud  Eaton  of  4th  part,  purporting  to  be  a 
further  settlement  on  marriage  between  the  said  John  Hurrell 
and  Maud  Eaton  (e). 

Reciting  that  said  marriage  of  John  Hurrell  and  Maud 
Eaton  took  place,  and  reciting  that  John  Hurrell  (lately 


(c)  This  is  an  error.  She  left  a Will,  which  was  proved  in  1742-3,  and 
is  abstracted  infra. 

(d)  Estates  dealt  with  by  this  settlement,  “ then  formerly  the  lands  of  one 
Pryn,  commonly  called  or  known  hy  the  name  of  Moretor  in  Moretorr  and 
Lovetorr  in  Marldon,  together  with  46  acres  of  land  thereto  belonging  (one 
close  only  called  Basteridge  cont.  5 acres  excepted).  Also  a close  called  G-reat 
Torr  adjoining.” 

( e ) Estates  dealt  with  by  this  settlement.  — A Messuage  and  tenement  in 
North  Whilborough  in  Kingscarswell  containing  20  acres,  lately  occupied  by 
John  Barter  deceased,  and  several  fields  or  parcels  of  land  therein  mentioned, 
viz.,  old  cottage  and  little  piece  of  ground  adjoining  Bickley  Millpool,  lately 
occupied  by  Thomas  Dyer,  deceased.  Messuage  or  cottage  containing  9 acres, 
lately  occupied  by  Mathew  Guswell,  deceased,  all  in  North  Whilborough.  Two 
closes  called  Mill  parks,  containing  3|  acres,  lately  occupied  by  Wm.  Bickford, 
deceased  (in  North  Whilborough  and  part  of  Manor  of  Ipplepen).  Field  called 
Smytheland  in  South  Whilborough.  Two  closes  called  Burroughs  at  Compton 
Pool  in  Marldon.  Moiety  or  halfendeale  of  Commons  belonging  to  the 
tenement  in  North  Whilborough,  formerly  in  possession  or  occupation  of  Joan 
Bickford,  situate  upon  the  Downs  called  Maytarr  and  Braytarr,  part  of  Manor 
of  Ipplepen. 
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deceased)  and  Ann  Hurrell  were  born  of  such  marriage,  and 
reciting  Indenture  of  release  and  assignment  dated  17th 
October,  1753,  and  made  between  Wm.  Lang  of  Maidencombe 
in  Stokeinteignhead,  gent.,  of  1st  part,  Ann  Hurrell  of  Kings- 
carswell,  spinster,  of  2nd  part,  and  James  Kick  of  Coffinswell, 
yeoman,  and  Richard  Metherell  of  Marldon,  yeoman,  of  3rd 
part,  being  settlement  on  the  marriage  of  said  Wm.  Long  and 
Ann  Hurrell,  and  reciting  that  John  Hurrell,  father  of  said 
Ann  Hurrell,  having  died  before  last  mentioned,  deed,  Lawrence 
Eaton  in  1758,  Maud  Hurrell  in  1774,  and  Henry  Browse 
previously  to  Thomas  Bartlett,  the  Court  granted  letters  of 
administration  as  before  mentioned. 

Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop. 

Bond  by  John  Leach  Browne,  Henry  Legassicke  of 
Modbury,  gents.,  and  John  Hill  of  Exeter,  labourer,  in  £1,000. 


JACOB  BARTLETT,  1742. 

Will  (dated  June  30th,  1741)  of  Jacob  Bartlett  of  Marledon, 
yeoman.  Gives  to  his  wife  the  use  of  all  his  household  goods 
as  was  hers  before  marriage,  but  on  her  death  or  remarriage  to 
daughter  Joan  Bartlett.  He  also  gave  to  said  daughter  at  21 
or  her  marriage  with  approbation  of  Trustees  which  should 
first  happen  £200,  and  charged  same  on  his  real  and  personal 
estate.  “Also  the  kitchen  chamber  wherein  a chimney  is 
(part  of  my  house  newly  built  called  Churchcombe  in  Marledon 
aforesaid)  while  unmarryed  or  a widow,”  and  also  the  yearly 
sum  of  £5  till  she  attained  21  or  died,  the  first  payment  to  be 
made  one  year  after  death  or  remarriage  of  his  wife.  He  gives 
to  his  son  Jacob  Bickford  Bartlett  at  16  £100,  and  to  his 
godson  Jacob  Collier  (son  of  John  Collier,  late  of  Marledon 
aforesaid,  yeoman,  deceased)  at  21  to  his  wife  [Joane,  according 
to  note  at  foot  of  Will],  and  to  his  brothers  William  and 
Thomas  £5,  and  the  residue  to  his  son  Jacob  Bickford  Bartlett, 
and  he  appoints  his  said  wife  and  two  brothers  William 
Bartlett  and  Thomas  Bartlett  Executors  in  trust,  but  if  wife 
remarried  her  trusteeship  should  cease,  and  she  then  to  give  an 
account  and  all  residue  of  estate  in  her  possession  to  brothers 
for  the  use  of  son. 

Proved  on  the  25th  May,  1742,  by  Joan  Bartlett  and 
Thomas  Bartlett,  two  of  the  Executors,  power  being  reserved 
to  William  Bartlett,  the  other  Executor. 

Ho  inventory  exhibited. 

Consistorial  Court  of  Bishop. 
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ELIZABETH  BARTLETT,  1742-3. 

Will  (dated  8 Nov.,  1742)  of  Elizabeth  Bartlett  of  Marldon. 
Gives  to  her  son  (/)  “ Henery ” Holditch  and  her  “nice” 
Elizabeth  ford  one  shilling  each,  and  all  the  residue  to  her 
sisters  Joan  witliiell  and  Judith  ford,  whom  she  appointed  her 
Executrixes. 

Proved  14th  Jan : 1742-43,  and  admon.  committed  to 
Judith  fford,  Joan  Withiell  having  first  renounced. 

No  inventory. 

In  the  renunciation  Judith  fford  is  “spinster,”  and  Joan 
Withiell  “ of  Stoke  Damerell,  widow.” 


THOMAS  BARTLETT,  1748. 

Will  (dated  10th  November,  1748)  as  follows: — “In  the 
Name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Thomas  Bartlett  of  Marldon,  in  the 
County  of  Devon,  clothier  ( g ),  being  weak  of  body  but  of 
sound  disposing  mind,  memory  and  understanding  (Thanks  be 
to  God  for  the  same)  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following  (That  is  to  say) 
First  I commend  my  soul  to  Almighty  God  and  my  body  to 
decent  Christian  Burial  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executor  in 
trust  hereinafter  named.  And  as  touching  such  worldly  goods 
God  in  his  mercy  hath  bestowed  upon  me  I give  in  the 
following  manner.  First  I give  and  bequeath  to  Christian 
Bartlett  my  beloved  wife  the  use  of  my  goods  and  chatties  at 
my  house  at  Marldon,  late  Mrs.  Adam’s,  during  her  widowhood 
and  after  her  decease  or  intermarriage  with  any  other  person 
I give  the  same  to  Nicholas  Bartlett  my  son,  he  paying  there- 
out Fifty  pounds  to  my  daughter  Christian  Bartlett.  Item, 
I give  unto  my  said  wife  Christian  Bartlett  the  sum  of  Three 
hundred  pounds  In  trust  for  my  children  Christian  Bartlett, 
Susanna  Bartlett,  Christopher  Bartlett  and  John  Bartlett,  to 
be  equally  by  her  divided  between  them,  and  in  case  of  the 
death  of  either,  his  her  or  their  share  so  dying  to  be  paid  to 
the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them.  Item  I give  and  bequeath 
to  my  said  wife  Christian  Bartlett  my  black*  horse.  And  all 
the  wheat  in  my  home  barn  and  tallett  and  Thirty  bags  of 
barley  and  six  hogsheads  of  Cyder.  Item  I give  to  my  son 
Thomas  Bartlett  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  The 

(/)  Son-in-law. 

(g)  I.e .,  clothmaker  or  cloth  worker.  He  was  a manufacturer  of 
Devonshire  serge. 
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messuages  and  tenement  with  the  appurts  I live  in  called 
Waymouths  tenement  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  ninety 
and  nine  years.  Item  I give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son 
Christopher  Bartlett  and  his  heirs  the  fee  simple  and  inheri- 
tance of  all  that  messuage  and  tenement  lying  in  Marldon 
aforesaid  on  the  Bock,  now  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  Priston 
and  William  Berry,  but  in  default  of  issue  I give  and  devise 
the  same  to  my  son  John  Bartlett  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Item 
All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  lands  tenements  goods  and 
chatties  personal  and  testamentary  estate  whatsoever  or  where- 
soever not  hereinbefore  given  and  bequeathed  1 do  give,  devise 
and  bequeath  unto  my  brother  William  Bartlett  of  Saint  Mary 
Church  in  the  said  County  of  Devon,  Gentleman,  In  trust  for 
my  children  Thomas  Bartlett,  William  Bartlett,  Jacob  Bartlett, 
Mary  Bartlett,  and  Elizabeth  Bartlett  to  be  equally  divided 
between  them,  when  and  as  they  shall  respectively  attain  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  in  case  of  the  deaths  of  any  or 
either  of  them,  his  her  or  their  share  so  dying  to  go  and  be 
paid  to  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them.  And  I do  make 
the  said  William  Bartlett  whole  and  sole  Executor  of  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament,  In  trust  for  my  said  children 
Thomas  Bartlett,  William  Bartlett,  Jacob  Bartlett,  Mary 
Bartlett  and  Elizabeth  Bartlett,  and  for  the  payment  and 
discharge  of  my  said  several  legacies  and  bequests.  And  I 
do  hereby  will  and  direct  that  my  said  Trustee  or  Executor 
In  trust  shall  be  paid  and  discharged  from  all  costs,  damages 
and  expenses  which  he  shall  sustain  or  be  put  unto  by  reason 
or  means  of  the  said  trust. 

In  witness  whereof  I the  said  Thomas  Bartlett  have 
hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  seal  and  published  and  declared 
this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament  this  tenth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1748. 

Tho.  Bartlett  (Seal).” 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the  said 
Thomas  Bartlett  for  and  as  his  last  Will  and  Testament,  in 
the  presence  of  us,  who  have  hereunto  set  our  names  in  the 
presence  of  the  testator  and  of  each  other  (after  the  inter- 
lineation between  the  second  and  thirteenth  (sic)  lines). 

Mary  Hander. 

Bob.  Furneaux. 

Geo.  Lyde. 

30th  December,  1748.  This  Will  was  proved  at  Exon, 
before  the  Worshipful  Theophilus  Blackall,  Bachelor  in 
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Divinity,  Vicar-General  to  the  Bishop  of  Exon,  and  adminis- 
tration committed  to  the  Executor  in  Trust  within  named, 
being  first  sworn,  &c.,  saving,  &c. 


WILLIAM  BARTLETT,  1768. 

Will  (dated  7 Nov.,  1767)  of  William  Bartlett,  of  St.  Mary 
Church,  Devon,  gentleman,  Charges  his  lands  devised  to  his 
eldest  son  Jacob  Bartlett  and  his  personal  estate,  with  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  etc.  Gives  to  his  son  William  Bickford 
Bartlett  an  orchard  at  Paignton,  which  he  purchased  of  William 
Wallers,  and  share  of  brigantine  vessel  called  “The  Lady,” 
provided  he  gives  a discharge  " from  one  Jacob  Bickford  his 
grandfather  or  any  Executor,”  also  the  house  in  which  he  (the 
Testator)  lived,  and  the  use  of  his  goods,  etc.;  in  case  he  shall 
live  therein,  but  if  he  refuses  to  live  therein,  £300  instead. 
Gives  to  his  daughter  Mary  Hele  the  £20  which  her  husband 
owed  him,  and  £10  to  be  laid  out  in  mourning.  To  grand- 
daughter Susannah  Hele,  daughter  of  said  Mary,  £100  with 
interest,  until  she  attains  21,  and  the  House  and  Cellar  which 
Captain  Woollcott  rents  at  “Torkey  ” [Torquay]  and  household 
goods  in  possession  of  Elizabeth  Emling,  widow,  after  her 
decease.  To  granddaughters  Agnes  Hele,  Nancy  Hele,  Peggy 
Hele,  £10  each  on  attaining  21.  To  daughter  Grace  Jackson 
estate  called  Codners,  in  Tor  Mohun,  for  life.  To  his  grandson 
William  Bartlett,  house,  barn,  orchard,  etc.,  being  part  of  the 
estate  he  purchased  of  William  Browse  of  St.  Mary  Church, 
and  his  heirs,  and  for  want  of  such  issue  to  his  grandson 
James  Salter  Bartlett  and  his  heirs,  and  for  want  of  such  issue 
to  the  right  heirs  of  his  own  body  for  ever.  To  his  grand- 
daughter Elizabeth  Bartlett,  £100  on  attaining  21. 

Residue  to  his  son  Jacob  Bartlett,  whom  he  appoints 
Executor,  and  who  proyed  in  the  Court  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Exeter  21st  June,  1768. 

Witnesses,  William  Browse. 

Christopher  Wayn worth. 

Ann  Henly. 


THOMAS  BARTLETT,  1786. 

Will  (dated  28  Nov.,  1781)  of  Thomas  Bartlett  of 
Marledon,  gent.,  and  two  Codicils  thereto  (one  being  written 
at  the  foot  of  the  Will  and  the  other  being  dated  24  Aug. 
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1785).  Testator  gave  by  his  Will  to  William  and  Jacob  his 
brothers,  for  their  lives  and  that  of  the  survivor,  all  his 
freeholds  in  Marledon  (proviso  that  if  Jacob  died  before 
William  annuity  of  £16  per  annum  should  be  paid  to  Margaret, 
Jacob’s  wife,  during  widowhood,  and  that  if  she  died  a widow 
or  remarried  in  the  lifetime  of  William,  such  annuity  should 
be  to  her  children),  and  after  their  deaths  said  freeholds  to  go 
to  Gilbert  Stephens,  Jr.,  and  Nicholas  Bartlett  [qy.  Nicholas 
“ Adams  ” Bartlett],  both  of  Marledon,  gents.,  and  Ann,  wife 
of  his  said  brother  William,  for  term  of  500  years,  upon  trust, 
and  after  expiration  or  sooner  determination  of  said  term,  to 
Thomas  Bartlett,  nephew,  second  son  of  his  said  brother 
William,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  issue  male  lawfully 
begotten,  and  in  default  of  such  issue  to  William  Bartlett, 
nephew,  eldest  son  of  the  said  William,  with  remainder  to  his 
issue  male,  and  so  on  to  Jacob  the  third  son,  John  the  fifth 
son,  Joseph  the  fourth  son,  and  the  right  heirs  of  testator,  for 
ever.  Trust  above  mentioned  was  that  immediately  after 
deaths  of  said  William  and  Jacob,  brothers,  trustees  to  raise 
£420  on  such  freeholds  and  to  pay  £100  each  to  Thomas  the 
eldest  son,  Jacob  the  second  son,  and  John  the  fourth  son  of 
said  brother  Jacob,  and  £120,  the  residue,  to  divide  equally 
between  Elizabeth  and  Margaret,  daughters  of  said  Jacob,  all 
said  sums  to  be  paid  when  legatees  21,  and  if  either  died  share 
to  go  to  survivors.  Until  required  said  £420  to  be  invested 
and  interest  to  be  applied  to  maintenance  and  education  of 
legatees.  Testator  also  gave  to  Gilbert  Stephens  of  Marledon, 
gent.,  and  said  Gilbert  Stephens,  Jr.,  £210  in  trust  to  invest 
same,  to  apply  income  to  maintenance  and  education  of 
William,  third  son  of  said  brother  Jacob,  until  21,  and  then  to 
pay  him  principal.  Testator  also  gave  to  his  wife  (not  named) 
£20.  To  Mary,  sister,  wife  of  Samuel  Cocking  of  St.  Mary 
Church,  sailor,  £60.  To  Elizabeth  Hurrell,  sister,  £5.  To 
said  Nicholas  [Adams]  Bartlett  [half],  brother,  £5.  To  John 
Bartlett  [half],  brother,  £5.  To  Susanna,  wife  of  John  Disting 
of  Paington,  yeoman,  sister,  £5,  and  all  the  residue  to  William 
and  Jacob,  brothers,  their  heirs,  &c. 

“Thomas  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Sarah  Ford,  Thomas  Barns,  Richd.  Ford,  Jr. 

First  Codicil  (written  at  foot  of  Will)  to  cousins  Grace 
Bartlett  of  Chescumbe,  and  John  Adams  Bartlett  of  St.  Mary 
Church,  a mourning  ring  each. 
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Second  Codicil  revoked  entail  of  freeholds  and  gave  them 
to  Thomas  Bartlett,  second  son  of  said  William,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  ever,  subject  as  in  said  Will  mentioned.  Also 
provided  that  said  £420  should  be  equally  divided  between 
the  five  children  of  said  Jacob  interested  therein,  instead  of  as 
given  in  the  Will.  Also  gave  to  William,  third  son  of  said 
Jacob,  £100  in  addition  to  the  £210  Also  to  Margaret, 
widow  of  said  Jacob,  £50. 

“ Thomas  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Richd.  Ford,  Sarah  Ford,  Samuel  Shinner  [or 
Skinner]. 

Proved  13tli  June,  1786,  by  William  Bartlett,  brother,  one 
of  the  Executors,  the  other  Executor,  Jacob  Bartlett,  having 
died  in  Testator’s  lifetime. 


MARGARET  BARTLETT,  1799. 

Will  (dated  3d  March,  1799)  and  Codicil  thereto  of 
Margaret,  otherwise  Margreat  Bartlett,  wife  of  William 
Bickford  Bartlett,  of  Ashburton,  gentleman,  granted  to  her 
said  husband  the  Executor.  Testatrix  gave  all  her  messuages 
to  James  Mogridge,  of  Ashburton,  surgeon,  and  William 
Aldridge  Cockey,  of  the  same  place,  clerk,  in  trust  to  sell 
the  same  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  thereof  and  to  pay  the 
income  from  such  investment  to  her  said  husband  for  life,  and 

after  his  death  £5  per  annum  to  Sarah,  wife  of Penticost, 

of  Starcross  (n£e  Ley)  for  life,  £5  per  annum  to  Agnes,  wife  of 
Thomas  Mudge,  of  Cockington,  for  life,  and  to  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Cook,  of  Totnes,  mercer,  £5.  After  husband’s  death 
principal  subject  to  annuities  to  Richard  Ley  of  Bradley, 
tanner. 

“ Margreat  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses : Rob.  Abraham,  jun.,  Catherine  Woodley, 
Jonas  Ridout. 

Codicil  (dated  5th  April,  1799)  altered  annuities  from 
£5  to  £3.  Gave  to  Mary  Elizabeth,  John,  Richard,  and 
Rebecca,  children  of  Thomas  Lear,  Excise  officer,  who  married 
cousin  Ley,  £10  each  at  21,  and  if  any  died  share  to  go  to 
survivors,  and  to  Halse,  son  of  Halse  Ley  of  Totnes,  currier, 
£10.  Trustees  also  authorised  to  sell  Testatrix’s  moiety  of 
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house  in  North  Street,  Ashburton  (occupied  by  Mrs.  Avery), 
and  Testator’s  share  of  a field  called  Willey  or  Willis,  in 
Ashburton,  to  pay  said  legacies. 

“Margt.  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Rob:  Abraham,  jun.,  and  John  Henry  Pinhey. 
Proved  3rd  June,  1799. 

[Will  endorsed  £100.] 


ANNE  BARTLETT,  1799. 

Will  (dated  19th  July,  1786)  of  Anne  Bartlett,  of 
West  Teignmouth,  widow,  granted  to  Anne  Adams,  mother, 
Executrix.  Testatrix  gave  to  her  said  mother  for  her  life 
orchard  called  Brimble  Park  and  field  called  John’s  Well, 
both  in  East  Teignmouth,  and  a field  called  Combe  Park  in 
West  Teignmouth,  and  after  her  death  to  Anne  Adams  Bartlett, 
daughter,  for  ever,  the  field  called  John’s  Well.  To  Elizabeth 
Bartlett  (daughter)  the  said  orchard  on  condition  to  pay  to 
Grace  Bartlett  (daughter)  £40  when  she  (Elizabeth)  came  into 
possession  and  subject  thereto,  for  ever,  and  to  Mary  Bartlett 
daughter  for  ever  said  field  called  Combe  Park.  Residue  to 
mother. 

“ Ann  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses.  R.  P.  Hamlyn,  Marthar  Gothom,  Phebe  Phillips. 

Proved  at  Exeter  3rd  July,  1799. 

Testatrix  having  had  possessions  within  several  Dioceses 
and  peculiar  jurisdictions,  and  Will  having  been  proved  at 
Exeter  by  mistake,  order  (dated  19th  Eeb.,  1800)  to  forward  it 
to  Prerogative  Court  in  order  that  it  might  be  re-proved  there. 
Only  copy  Will  therefore  at  Exeter. 

Oath  of  Executrix  taken  by  Commissary. 


JACOB  BARTLETT,  1808. 

Will  (dated  12  May,  1805)  and  Codicil  thereto  (dated  13th 
May,  1807)  of  Jacob  Bartlett  of  St.  Mary  Church,  gent. 
Testator  gave  to  John  Adams  Bartlett,  son,  during  the  life  of 
Mary,  wife  of  Revd.  George  Sullock  (testator’s  daughter)  £8  8s 
per  annum  out  of  messuages,  both  freehold  and  leasehold, 
devised  to  Executor  in  trust  that  said  J.  A.  Bartlett  should  pay 
same  unto  said  Mary  Sullock  for  life.  Also  in  pursuance  of 
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setlement  of  4 Feb.,  1758,  made  on  testator’s  marriage  with 
Mary,  his  late  wife  (then  Mary  Salter),  he  gave  to  said  Mary 
Sullock  for  life  a house  and  appurtenances  in  St.  Mary  Church 
(in  the  occupation  of  William  Babb),  being  one  of  three  houses 
first  granted  by  said  settlement,  and  after  her  death  to  go  to 
grandson,  George  Sullock,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  provided  said 
George  Sullock  [i.e.,  the  son-in-law]  and  Mary  his  wife,  on 
request,  discharged  Executor  from  sums  which  said  Mary  Sullock 
as  one  of  younger  children  was  entitled  to  under  said  settlement 
and  also  from  a sum  of  £100  agreed  to  be  paid  by  testator  to 
said  George  Sullock  for  his  children  by  the  settlement  on 
his  marriage  with  Mary,  his  then  wife,  and  which  sum  testator 
had  already  paid.  And  if  said  George  & Mary  Sullock  refused 
to  do  so,  or  if  demand  should  be  made  thereafter  for  said  £100 
by  any  persons,  bequests  to  said  Mary  Sullock  and  George,  her 
son,  revoked,  and  in  that  case  said  annuity  of  £8  8s  and  said 
house  given  to  Executor  absolutely.  To  James  Salter  Bartlett 
(son)  £350  and  reversionary  interest  in  a field  called  Foxhole 
in  Kingscarswell,  provided  said  Jas.  Salter  Bartlett  released 
Executor  from  payment  of  all  monies  which  testator  had 
received  or  should  receive  on  his  account,  and  from  all  other 
claims  against  him  on  his  decease,  and  should  release  Exor. 
also  and  all  testator’s  lands  from  claim  under  marriage  settle- 
ment as  one  of  the  younger  children.  And  if  he  refused, 
legacy  of  £350  given  to  Exor.  To  said  son,  John  Adams 
Bartlett,  a field  called  Morchery  and  reversionary  interest 
in  estate  called  Barters  (held  on  lease  from  Henry  Langford 
Brown,  Esq.),  both  in  Kingscarswell.  To  son,  Nicholas  Adams 
Bartlett,  £11.  To  Ann  Adams  Bartlett,  daughter,  and  her 
heirs  for  ever,  in  further  pursuance  of  powers  under  said 
settlement,  two  houses  and  appurts.  in  St.  Mary  Church  (in 
occupation  of  Robert  Tamlyn  and  William  Ball),  being  the 
remaining  two  of  the  three  houses  first  granted  by  said  settle- 
ment, and  also  to  said  Ann  £315.  Declaration  that  bequests 
were  in  lieu  of  interest  under  said  settlement,  and  if  she 
refused  to  release  Exor.  and  lands  from  same,  then  £315  to  go 
to  Exor.  To  Mary  Bartlett,  wife,  for  life,  house  where  testator 
then  lived  at  Westhill  in  St.  Mary  Church,  and  also  use  of  such 
furniture  as  she  might  choose  and  £20  per  annum  over  and 
beyond  income  of  her  own  estate  in  Kingscarswell,  and  testator 
meant  said  £20  to  include  £10  per  annum  payable  by  Bond 
or  Deed  made  previous  to  his  marriage  with  her.  Also  to  said 
wife  a very  good  suit  of  mourning,  and  he  directed  that  Exor. 
should  provide  for  her  so  much  wood  and  cyder  sufficient  for 
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her  use,  and  that  he  should  pay  particular  attention  to  her  and 
not  suffer  her  to  want  as  Ions:  as  she  lived.  Proviso  that 
provision  made  for  wife  meant  to  be  in  lieu  of  dower,  and  if 
she  recovered  latter,  provision  should  be  void.  All  residue 
(including  that  of  messuages  over  which  testator  had  disposing 
power  by  said  settlement)  to  Exor.  absolutely. 

“Jacob  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Nichs.  Mudge,  James  Saveli,  Thos.  Godfrey. 

Codicil. — Alters  bequest  of  £350  to  son,  James  Salter 
Bartlett,  to  £200,  and  gives  remaining  £150  to  son,  Nicholas 
Adams  Bartlett,  gives  to  son-in-law,  Elias  Blackaller,  £100, 
secured  to  testator  on  bond  from  Mary  Blackaller,  widow,  and 
William  Blackaller,  dated  ' 24th  June  last.  Declaration  that 
bequests  to  sons  James  and  Nicholas  and  to  son-in-law  Elias 
Blackaller  were  in  lieu  of  sums  to  which  they  or  Jane,  his 
daughter  (wife  of  the  said  Elias)  might  be  entitled  to  under 
said  settlement.  And  if  said  sons  and  Elias  and  Jane  Blackaller 
refused  to  release  Exor.  and  lands,  bequests  to  go  to  Exor. 

“Jacob  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Wm.  Henly,  William  Cumming,  Samuel 
Way  mouth. 

Proved  at  Exeter,  4 Nov.,  1808,  by  William  Bartlett,  the 
son  and  Executor. 


MARY  BARTLETT,  1809. 

Will  (dated  24th  June,  1809)  of  Mary  Bartlett,  widow 
of  Jacob  Bartlett,  late  of  St.  Mary  Church,  gent.  Testatrix 
gave  to  her  four  children,  Mary,  Thomas,  Samuel,  and  Betty 
(Betty  being  described  as  “Betty  Bartlett  (Ji),  wife  of  Walter 
Cleave”),  all  her  estate  in  a tenement  in  Kingskerswell  (lately 
occupied  by  — Ellacombe,  Esq.,  but  then  by  George  Clampit) 
in  equal  shares.  To  son  Thomas  all  furniture.  To  said  two 
daughters  all  her  clothes  and  ornaments,  and  all  residue  to  said 
four  children  in  equal  shares. 

“ Mark  of  Mary  X Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  James  Salter  Bartlett,  Elizabeth  Salter  Sullock. 

Proved  10th  July,  1809,  by  Mary  Tamlyn,  daughter,  one 
of  the  Executors,  power  being  reserved  to  Thomas  and  Samuel 
Cocking,  sons,  and  Betty  Cleave,  daughter,  the  other  Executors. 

Personalty  sworn  under  £100. 

(A)  The  testatrix  was  first  cousin  of  her  second  husband,  Jacob  Bartlett, 
and  had  apparently  called  her  daughter  Betty  “ Betty  Bartlett.” 
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JACOB  BICKFORD  BARTLETT,  1810. 

Will  (dated  30th  June,  1800)  and  two  Codicils  (dated 
respectively  14th  April,  1802,  and  21st  February,  1810)  of 
Jacob  Bickford  Bartlett  of  Paignton,  gent.  Testator  gave  to 
wife  during  her  widowhood  his  dwelling-house,  two  gardens, 
and  the  pasture  of  orchard,  all  part  of  Stokes’  tenement  in 
Paignton,  and  a field  called  Boughthay’s  (late  Goodridge’s) 
adjoining  and  after  her  death  or  marriage  to  John  Bartlett, 
son,  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Also  to  said  John  the  remaining 
part  of  said  tenement,  together  with  apple  pound,  wring,  cyder, 
and  utensils,  and  also  a field  called  Longsowden  in  Paignton. 
All  land  devised  to  John  to  be  charged  with  payment  of  £300 
to  eldest  son  Jacob  and  £100  to  daughter  Grace  at  21  or 
marriage.  Also  to  Jacob  and  his  heirs  for  ever  a field  called 
Brimhill,  part  of  said  tenement,  subject  to  payment  of  debt  of 
£200  to  said  Grace  at  21  or  marriage.  To  wife  all  furniture, 
etc.,  during  widowhood,  and  after  death  or  marriage  to  son 
John,  free  from  testator’s  debts.  All  the  residue  to  son  Jacob. 
John  Limbery  of  Paignton,  gent.,  and  testator’s  wife  during 
widowhood,  to  be  guardians  of  Grace  and  John  until  21. 

“Jb.  B.  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Sarah  Babbage,  and 
J.  Moysey  Bartlett. 

First  Codicil. — Grace,  daughter,  having  married,  and 
settlement  having  been  made,  bequests  to  her  revoked.  Lands 
to  Jacob  subject  to  payment  of  debts. 

“ Jb.  B.  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  J.  Moysey  Bartlett,  Sarah  Bartlett,  Thos. 
Bridgman. 

Second  Codicil  revoked  bequest  of  remaining  part  of 
Stokes’  tenement  to  John  (son)  and  gave  same  to  Alan  Browse, 
son-in-law,  and  heirs  for  ever,  in  trust  to  raise  £100  for 
granddaughters  Eliza  and  Ann  Bartlett  equally  at  21,  and 
subject  thereto  to  John  for  his  life,  a.nd  then  to  Alan 
Browse  to  raise  £300  for  the  younger  children  of  John  at  21, 
and  the  interest  of  said  £300  to  be  applied  to  their  main- 
tenance and  education,  and  subject  thereto  to  the  eldest  son 
of  John,  with  remainder  to  second,  third,  and  fourth,  and  all 
other  sons  of  John  and  their  heirs,  and  in  default  to  grandson 
Jacob  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Lands  given  to  wife  to  go  after 
her  death  or  marriage  to  said  Alan  Browse  on  aforesaid  trust. 
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To  son  Jacob  B.  Bartlett  the  field  called  Brimhill  for  life,  and 
after  his  death  to  grandson  Jacob  and  heirs  for  ever.  £300 
given  by  will  to  son  Jacob  not  to  be  raised. 

“Jb.  B.  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  H.  Hughes,  M.A.  and  Surgeon,  R.N.,  John 
Eastley,  J.  Moysey  Bartlett,  Newton  Abbot. 

Probate  granted  5th  June,  1810,  to  Jacob  Bartlett,  the 
son  and  executor. 


WILLIAM  BICKFORD  BARTLETT,  1813. 

Will  (dated  12th  July,  1810)  of  William  Bickford  Bartlett 
of  Tormohun  [Torquay],  gentleman.  Testator  gave  to  executors 
all  messuages,  freehold,  copyhold  and  leasehold  (except  any 
thereafter  disposed  of),  and  also  all  personal  estate,  on  trust, 
to  sell  the  same  to  indemnify  Robert  Abraham,  of  Ashburton, 
from  payment  of  annuity  of  £25  per  annum  for  wife  during 
her  life,  which  he  had  engaged  to  do  at  Testator’s  request,  and 
to  pay  income  from  surplus  of  proceeds  of  sale  to  niece  Peggy, 
wife  of  Thomas  Laskey,  for  life,  and  after  her  death  to  apply 
said  income  equally  for  benefit  of  William  Bickford  Laskey, 
and  all  other  children  which  the  said  Thomas  and  Peggy  then 
had  until  21,  and  at  21  to  divide  the  principal  equally  between 
them.  If  all  such  children  died  before  entitled,  to  go  to  issue 
if  any,  but  if  no  issue  and  said  Peggy  Laskey  should  have 
thereafter  any  additional  children,  then  to  be  divided  between 
them.  To  William  Bickford  Phillips,  son  of  niece  Susannah 
Phillips,  £25,  and  to  Peggy,  eldest  daughter  of  relation 
John  Laskey,  £25;  and  to  Elizabeth  Roberts,  Testator’s  servant, 
suit  of  new  mourning  in  addition  to  wages  due  and  £12  12s 
per  annum  for  life  out  of  surplus  money  from  sale.  All 
Testator’s  share  of  a field  in  the  Borough  of  Ashburton,  called 
Willis,  otherwise  Little  Willy,  to  Robert  Abraham,  in  pursuance 
of  an  agreement  made  for  that  purpose. 

“ Willm.  Bickford  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Mary  Adams,  Mary  Leeman,  John  Eastley. 

Sworn  under  £450. 

Probate  granted  15th  July,  1813,  to  William  Aldridge 
Cockey,  clerk,  and  James  Mogridge,  surgeon,  both  of  Ashburton. 


22 


GRACE  BARTLETT,  1830. 

Will  (dated  2nd  April,  1821),  and  Codicil  thereto  (dated 
7th  November,  1827)  of  Grace  Bartlett  of  Paignton,  widow. 
Testatrix  gave  to  said  executors  tenement  called  Churscombe, 
in  Marledon,  a field  called  Tanner’s  Down,  in  Paignton,  and  four 
fields  called  Thornhills,  in  Paignton,  and  then  in  occupation  of 
son,  Jacob  Bickford  Bartlett,  and  all  the  residue  or  money 
arising  from  sale  of  residue  in  trust  to  apply  income  to 
maintenance  of  son  John  for  life,  and  surplus,  if  any,  to  eldest 
son  Jacob  for  life,  and  if  Jacob  survived  John,  the  whole 
income  to  him  for  life,  and  after  Jacob’s  death  to  the  main- 
tenance and  education  of  all  grandchildren,  sons,  and  daughters 
of  Jacob,  until  youngest  twenty-one,  and  then  trustees  to  sell 
and  divide  proceeds  equally  among  such  grandchildren. 
Trustees  to  be  guardians  of  grandchildren  until  21. 

“ Grace  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  H.  Compton,  Grace  Browse,  James  Hannay. 

Codicil. — Having  made  provision  for  Eliza,  eldest  daughter 
of  Jacob,  on  her  marriage  with  John  Distin,  her  share  under 
Will  to  go  to  survivors. 

“ Grace  Bartlett.” 

Witnesses,  Richard  , John  Howard,  Grace  Browse. 

[Sworn  under  £100.] 

N.B. — Alan  Browse  not  named  in  Codicil  as  a trustee. 

Probate  granted  12th  March,  1830,  to  Thomas  Bartlett  of 
West  Teignmouth,  gentleman,  one  of  the  executors,  power 
being  reserved  to  Alan  Browse,  of  Paignton,  gentleman, 
son-in-law,  and  John  Jackson,  of  Yarburton,  in  Paignton, 
yeoman,  the  other  executors. 
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ABSTRACT  of  WILLS  and  ADMINISTRATIONS  of 
CONNECTIONS  of  the  BARTLETT  FAMILY  at 
the  EXETER  DISTRICT  REGISTRY  of  the 
COURT  OF  PROBATE. 

Abstracted  by  Mr.  W.  Edward  Mugford,  Exeter.  1892 


JOHN  GRENDON,  SENR.,  1639. 

Will  (dated  16th  Nov.,  1638)  of  John  Grendon,  Senr.,  of 
Marledon,  Yeoman.  Testator  gave  to  the  Maudlyn  house  of 
Totnes  xiid- — to  the  poore  people  of  Marledon  to  wit  to  fower 
of  the  ympotentest  xiid-  viz.  iiid-  a peece  at  his  dyeing  daie. 
To  Julian  Bartlett,  wife  of  Walter  Bartlett,  vs  To  Katheryn 
Grendon,  daughter  of  William  Grendon  of  Marledon,  tenne 
pounds  sterling.  To  John  Splatt,  his  godsonne,  vid-  To 
Elizabeth  Ffrieston  [qy.  Preston],  his  god  daughter,  vid-  To 
Emlyn  Endicott,  apprentice  in  the  house,  vid,  and  all  the 
residue  of  his  goods  and  chattels  to  his  kinsman,  said  William 
Grendon,  his  Executor. 

Signed,  John  Grendon. 

Sealed,  signed  and  delivered  to  Julian  Grendon,  to  the 
use  of  William  Grendon,  her  husband,  in  the  presence  of  Peter 
Welsh.  (Signed)  Gilbti  Gibbs. 

Inventory  taken  by  Abraham  Langdon  and  Walter 
Bartlett  of  Marledon,  9th  Sept.,  in  the  15th  year  of  King 
Charles,  £19  15s. 

Probate  granted  10th  Sept.,  1639,  at  Stoke  Gabriel,  to 
William  Grendon  of  Marledon,  the  sole  Executor. 


WILLIAM  GRENDON,  1674. 

Will  (not  dated)  of  William  Grendon  of  Westerland,  in 
the  Parish  of  Marldon. — The  Testator  directed  that  his  body 
should  be  buried  in  the  Church  of  Marldon,  and  gave  to 
Willmott  Reede,his  kinswoman,  ten  shillings;  to  Allice  Bartlett, 
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his  grandchild,  twenty  pounds ; to  Katheraine  Bartlett,  his 
grandchild,  twenty  pounds ; to  Julian  Bartlett,  his  daughter, 
twenty  pounds,  “which  shee  shall  make  good  to  her  two 
daughters  att  three  years’  end;”  to  Thomas  Grendon,  ten 
shillings ; to  Willmott  Grendon,  his  kinswoman,  ten  shillings ; 
to  Will.  Grendon’s  tow  children  in  Drewstenton  ten  shillings 
apice;  to  John  Grendon’s  two  children,  ten  shillings  apice;  to 
Will.  Grendon’s  child,  ten  shillings ; to  Alice  Bartlett,  his 
grandchild,  all  his  household  goods  movable  and  unmovable, 
paying  twenty  pounds  to  his  executors  within  three  years 
after  his  decease ; to  the  poore  of  Marldon,  twenty  shillings ; 
to  Will.  Browse’s  two  children  a ewe  sheepe  apice;  to  his 
brother  Richard  Grendon’s  eldest  daughter,  ten  shillings;  to 
the  poore  of  Paignton,  ten  shillings ; to  all  his  servants,  twelfe 
pence  apice;  to  his  brother  Richard’s  and  Markes  servants, 
twene  pence  apice. 

The  signe  X of  Will.  Grendon. 

Witnesses, 

The  signe  “H  B ” of  Henry  Bartlett. 

The  signe  “ N ” of  Gilbert  Gibbs. 

Inventory  taken  by  Henry  Bartlett  and  Gilbert  Gibbs, 
27th  Aprill,  1675,  £169  16s,  and  exhibited  at  Stoke  Gabriel, 
28th  May,  1675,  by  William  Bartlet.  In  it  the  Testator  is 
described  as  a yeoman. 

Probate  granted  14  Sep.,  1674.  at  Berry  Pomeroy,  to 
Testator’s  daughter,  Julian  Bartlett,  and  her  son  William 
Bartlett,  the  Executors. 


WILLIAM  ADAM,  1677-8. 

Will  (dated  19  June,  1677)  of  William  Adam,  the  elder, 
of  “ Ash  in  Stocke  Gabrieli,”  yeoman. — Legacies  to  wife  (not 
named);  George  Adam,  soone ; Joane  Bartlett,  dagter;  and 
Ellenor  Churchward,  dagter ; and  all  the  residue  unto  Thomas 
Bartlett,  soone-in-law,  the  Executor. 

Witnesses,  Jeffery  Full  and  Christopher  Jackson. 

Inventory,  £215  7s  8d,  by  Nicholas  Bowman  and  Jeffery 
Full,  8th  Jan.,  1677-78. 

Will  proved  5th  February,  1677-78. 
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RICHARD  PHILLIPS,  1731. 

Will  (dated  7th  May,  1730)  of  Richard  Phillips,  of 
Marldon,  yeoman.  Legacies  to  Elizabeth  Bulley,  grand- 
daughter ; Thomas  Bartlet,  grandson ; William  Bartlet, 
grandson  ; Magery  Phillips,  wife  “ ye  whome  tenneraent  of 
Compton  Pooll ; ” Elizabeth  Bartlet,  daughter,  “ langdon’s 
Dwelling  house  ; ” Thomas  Bartlet,  son-in-law,  “ one  shilling  if 
lawful  demanded ; ” and  Richard  Phillips,  son  and  Exctor 
“ lendon’s  estate  with  ye  appurtances  and  also  three  fields 
commonly  called  Inner  Morton  and  Hilly  Morton  and  Outer 
Morton,  and  Ball’s  House  and  Barn,  with  ye  appurtances.” 
Testator  also  gave  to  Margery,  his  wife,  her  dwelling  in 
Langdon’s  House  for  7 years,  and  directed  that  Wm.  Huskin 
must  hold  “ ye  Home  Tennament  and  Langdon’s  Tennament 
“ and  Morton’s  Tennament  for  7 years,”  and  further  said — “ My 
“ Will  is  yt  my  Exctor  shall  pay  my  wife  eight  pounds  a year 
“ durin  his  Terme  if  she  doth  not  live  with  me.”  Witnesses  : — 
Simon  Bulton,  William  Hoskin. 

Proved  31st  March,  1731. 


NICHOLAS  ADAMS,  1741-2. 

Will  (dated  8th  November,  1738)  of  Nicholas  Adams,  of 
Marldon,  marriner.  Legacies  to  John  Adams,  brother ; 
Susanna  Bartlett  of  Marldon,  spinster ; Nicholas  Braddon,  son 
of  Henry  Braddon  of  Harberton  and  Mary  his  wife ; and 
Mary  Braddon,  wife  of  Henry  Braddon,  spinster  (sic)  Executrix 
(legacy  for  her  sole  use,  and  not  for  use  of  Henry  Braddon, 
her  husband).  Witnesses,  Rawleigh  Gylbert  and  Joseph 
Preston. 

Proved  12th  March,  1741-2. 


RICHARD  PHILLIPS,  1745. 

Will  (dated  24th  February,  1744-5)  of  Richard  Phillips, 
of  Marldon,  gives  all  testator’s  lands  for  payment  of  debts 
and  legacies  to  Elizabeth  Phillips,  daughter  and  executrix,  but 
if  she  died  before  twenty-one  without  lawful  issue  then  the 
said  land  to  go  to  Thomas  Bartlett,  nephew,  and  to  his  heirs 
male,  and  for  want  of  any  such  lawful  heir  male  such  lands  to 
go  to  Jacob  Bartlett,  another  nephew,  free  to  him  and  his 
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heirs,  be  it  male  or  female,  after  the  said  debts  and  legacies 
were  paid.  And  if  Thomas  Bartlett  aforesaid  enjoyed  the 
said  lands  then  he  should  pay  out  of  them  to  each  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  £25  twelve  months  after  he  had  enjoyed 
the  lands.  Legacies  to  Thomas  Bartlett,  brother-in-law,  and 
each  of  his  children ; John  Sprite,  brother-in-law,  and  his 
wife  ; Elizabeth  White,  ‘f  nees  ” Susannah  Blagden,  servant ; 
Edward  Coase,  Thomas  Luskcombe  the  taylor,  and  to  his  said 
daughter  Elizabeth  all  the  residue.  John  Evins,  Bichard 
Lome,  and  William  Churchward  to  be  Trustees  for  his  said 
daughter  until  she  should  be  21. 

Witnesses  John  Gardner,  sen.,  John  Gardner,  jun.,  and 
Samuell  Matthew. 

Administration  bond  by  John  Evans  of  Marldon,  butcher, 
Richard  Lome  of  Paignton,  yeoman  (to  which  two  admon. 
granted)  James  Limberry  of  Paignton,  “ Taylor,”  and  Richard 
Goodridge  of  Paignton,  maltster. 

Administration  with  Will  annexed  granted  15th  May, 
1745,  to  Elizabeth  Phillips,  daughter  and  Executrix. 


NICHOLAS  ADAMS,  1748. 

Administration  to  estate  of  Nicholas  Adams  of  Marldon, 
8th  April,  1748.  Bond  by  Thomas  Bartlett,  of  Marldon, 
clothier,  and  John  Goodridge  of  Woolborough,  clothier,  on 
behalf  of  Christian,  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Bartlett,  and  the 
administratrix  of  the  said  Nicholas  Adams.  Also  oath  by 
Christian  Bartlett  that  she  was  the  daughter  and  next-of-kin, 
and  that  as  far  as  she  knew  or  believed  the  said  deceased  died 
intestate,  and  she  therefore  prayed  that  administration  might 
be  granted  to  her. 
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